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Legislative Couneil

Tuesday, 31 March 1981

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken a this stage.
FResolved: That motions be continued.]

JURIES AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by the Hon. L. G.
Medcalf (Attorney General), and read a first
time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 25 March.

THE HON. PETER DOWDING (North) [5.42
p.m.]: | speak in support of this motion but wish
to make some specific points. The first is that the
Governor’s Speech was full of 1alk of rew riches
coming 10 Western Australia, and the Labor
Party, of which | am a member, welcames sane
exploitation of our industrial and natural
resources. What it objects 10 is the incompetent
laissez-faire attitude 1owards this development
and that | say, with great regret, is the attitude
and behaviour of the present Government. The
atlitude is that those who are strong, powerful,
and rich, survive; and those who are weak and
poor, go under. The prevailing atlitude which
emerges from the statements of Ministers and
members of the Court Government is that they do
not care if that is the way in which Western
Australia proceeds. Despite their glorious puffed-
up and romantic assertions aboul the glowing
future, the fact of the matter is that without
careful and adequate managing of our resources
and development programmes this State and the
members of the community in it will suffer.

The Hon. N. F. Maore: Do you mean
“nationalisation™?
The Hon. PETER DOWDING: If the

honourable member would restrain himself for
half 2 moment he would see exactly what | am
talking about. I am referring to the sort of
economic management which is essential in any
State when resources development, of the
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magnitude of development in this State, is

OCCUsTing,

For years the Court Government has been
talking about the North-West Shelf development
and there are a number of reasons why it will
bring benefits to Weslern Adustralia; but
regreitably in planning this great development the
Government has been involved mainly in talk and
the expense of the development has been largely
the responsibility of the companies concerned. In
this resources boom mentality, in my view the
Government has exercised irresponsibility and the
housing and land problems in Karratha make it
quite clear that adequate planning and
preparation have not gone into this development.

Recently the Minister for Lands had to justify
to the public the actions of the Lands Depariment
because of the incompetent managing of the Jand
resource in that area.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is simply not
true.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Now the land
is available only 10 people who can spend $20 000
for one block. 1t is clearly a failure of proper
Government planning. When land is not available
Lo people at all because the developer gets in and
snaps up the lot with a four-year building
condition, that is incompetent management on a
political level.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That is your view,
but it is not the view of other people.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: That is
indicative of the Government's overall approach
1o this programme. In the next few years between
4 000 and 5 000 single men will be situated in the
Burrup Peninsular in the Shire of Roebourne, yet
no increase has been made in the number of staff
employed by the Depariment for Community
Wellare which cannot handle even the present
great increment in social difficulties which has
occurred as a result of the development
programme.

The reason for this is that the Government and
its Ministers cannot sec past the dollar signs; they
cannot see that along with the dollar signs come
problems and the need for adequate and careful
planning.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Karratha wouldr’t be
there if Labor had its way.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Apart from
the availability of land, the availability of housing
anywhere in North Province is a matter of great
concern, The effects of this resources boom have
been known for some time and the effects of
minera! exploration throughout the area have
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been known for some time. The anticipated
increment of population was talked about in the
old Department of Industrial Development until
everyone became sick and tired ol hearing about
it. However, the State Government's programmes
for the area in which it has been involved have
been inadequate. Of course, the Minister for
Lands was able to make adequate arrangements
for his accommodation. According 10 Press
reports, he was able to pay $1.1 million for a
house; however, that is not the case for the
average Western Australian or the great majority
of Weslern Australians. It is obscene in a State in
which, according to the Premicr and Treasurer,
the Government is so short of funds to the extent
that people in cardiac wards arc dying for the
lack of a few thousand dollars. The Minister was
prepared 1o spend $!1.3 million extravagantly on a
house.

Government members interjected.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Of course, that
is an allitude implicit within the present
Government's ranks. In my clectorate the
Commonwealth makes money available through
the State Housing Commission and terminating
building societies which are supposed to help low
or middle income pecple buy houses. The lunacy
of the attitude of the Minister for Housing in
another place is evidenced—

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is absolute rot.

The Hon. PEYER DOWDING: —by the fact
that the maximum cost of a house permissible
through terminating building socicties is $60 000
in the Pilbara and $63 000 in the Kimberley.

Government members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: | ask honourable members
10 cease their interjections and take the
opportunity that this debate provides o make
their comments at the proper time.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: When it is
known the average cost of a house and land far
exceeds $60 000 in the Pilbara and $63 000 in the
Kimberley, it is seen thal the availability of this
Commonwealth  housing  money  through
terminating  building  societies  simply s
inadequate. The ceiling on the cost of a house
makes it impossible for ordinary people to
purchase houses. My research reveals that the
money available for the north-west and the
Kimberley simply is not being used. Does the
Government care? Does it do anything about that
situation?

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Your figures are
incorrect.
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Hon. Bill
Withers might like to ring the administration of a
lerminating building sociely about which | will
tell him during the dinner suspension of sittings.
He would then know that the building societies
cannot find people who fit the criteria under the
State-Commonwealth housing agreement.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That is rubbish; there
are not sufficient funds.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Hon. Bill
Withers tells us there are not sufficient funds!
There are not enough people eligible 10 pu1 their
names down to reccive the funds. The reason is
that in the north, adequale houses and Jand
cannot be found for less than $60 000, and that is
for a variety of rcasons, one of which is the
ridiculous price of land aboutl which the Minister
for Lands seems 10 be so unconcerned. The cost of
building a State Housing Commission home in
Broome is greater than the permitted level at
which money can be lent under the State-
Commonwealth cheap-housing agreement. In
addition to the cost of a house and land there is
the inability of the ordinary man in the street
earning a reasonable income in the north to be
able to meet the income criterion.

People in the lower income group are not able
to obtain houses to rent from the State Housing
Commission because most of them earn more
than the permilted level of income. We have one
exception, and that is Kel McKenzie in Derby
who was able to obtain a three-bedroomed home
from the State Housing Commission without any
dependants and is still in it.

The ordinary man in the street earning a
maderate income is oulside the crileria to rent a
State Housing Commission home and, as a result,
cannol afford 10 pay in excess of one-third of his
income 10 mee1 morlgage commitments of a loan
at even a relatively low interest rate. All this has
happened despite the amazing statements in the
document produced relating to Liberal policy for
1977-80 in which, prior to the last election,
gullible voters were told—

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: The majdrity decided.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Liberal
Party put forward its strong policy for the
promotion of home ownership. It may well be that
a majority of voters at that time——certainly not
reflected in this place—were lulled into a false
sense of security by this policy.

The fact of the matter is that the Liberal
Party's policy has not worked. When it comes to
the nitty-gritty it is simply impossible (or the
ordinary man in the street to survive. In a
resource boom area where the cost of everything
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rises because of the compelition for the resources,
there is absolutely no chance for the ordinary
person 10 manage. I he is unlucky enough 1o need
urgently a State Housing Commission rental
home, and lives in the town of Karratha, he will
be out of luck. His name will be placed on the
ordinary waiting list which means that he may
have to wait for up 10 three years before oblaining
rental accommodation. The short-sightedness of
the State Government has been so acute that it
has not been able 1o provide for what is called the
“emergent list”. In  regard to Housing
Commission homes in Broome, if members refer
1o that list they will see the names of people who
have been listed for Stale rental accommodation
‘for a period in excess of three years and who have
never been assisted inte a State Housing
Commission home! n the meantime the social
problems that occur with overcrowding and
unsatisfactory circumstances will continue. But
does the Minister for Lands or the Minister lor
Housing care? Certainly, they display no care lor
their actions. :

If members looked at the figures relating to the
number of houses built in my electorate between
the end of the 1975 financial year and the end of
the 1980 financial year they would see that 3 552
State Housing Commission homes were built
throughout the State of which only 706 were in
the areas where therc was known to be
tremendous bulges in population or anlicipated
bulges in population. Only 19.9 per cent of State
houses built since 1975 have been built in North
Province.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: What percentage of
the State does that area represent?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: 1n addition, 82
houses for Aborigines were built by the State
Housing Commission using Commonwealth
funds. The total is 788 houses which represents 22
per cent of the total number of State houses built
in the Siate and which were in the areas of
grealest need and where there were known or
anticipated bulges in population.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: They werc buill a1 a
higher cost.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Only 431
houses were built in Port Hedland and Karratha.
In other words, il must have been known, or it
ought to have been known, that in towns in the
Kimberley and towns in the Pilbara, a heavy
demand would be made for houscs; however, 61
per cent of the number of houses built in the
north were built in Port Hedland or Karratha,
and the rest of the population was not cared for.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. W. R. Withers: [ arranged a higher
rate of building for the north, per capita.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Hon. Bill
Withers would surely admit that in his electorale
the opportunity to obtain State rental homes does
not exist in the same way it exists in the
metropolitan area of Perth.

Government members interjected.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The
availability is very low and, if Government
members—

The PRESIDENT: Ordert | ask members to
refrain from interjecting while another member is
spcaking. As | mentioned before, members will
have an opportunity at the correct time to make
their contributions to this debate. Each member
will then expect to be listened to. 1 ask members
to pay the House the courtesy of remaining quiet
while this particular member is speaking.

| suggest to the honourable member who has
the floor that he ought to moderate his language
and the volume ol his words. His speech will be
recorded in Hansard with absolutely ne indication
whatsoever as to whether he was shouting or
speaking quietly. | recommend he proceed
wilhoul endeavouring to antagonise the rest of the
House.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: As | was
saying, 61 per cent of al! houses built in the north
over the last five ycars have been built in Port
Hedland or Karratha. If we take into account
Derby which seems to be a favourite spot of the
former Minister for Housing we will see that of
the total number of houses built in the north
during the last five years 71 per cent were built in
Derby, Port Hedland, or Karratha. It always has
been known that in other towns in the Pilbara and
Kimberley housing levels have been at all time
lows.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Are you suggesting
we decrease the rate of housing in Derby?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: ILn the Broome
area pcople have been waiting for in excess of
three years to obtain housing from the State, and
they have had no other means of obtaining
suitable accommodation. That is what | mean
when referring to the laissez-faire autitude of the
Government. In my view it is despicable that
people in the north are treated in this way. A
massive need exists in the north for housing for
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people; for people
in Aboriginal communities or settlements; and for
people in towns. That need will not be met by the
Government's sitting back and twiddling its
thumbs and allowing a resource boom 10 occur
without paying the <cost involved. The
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infrastructure required for a boom should be
provided so that the boom ultimaiely will benefit
the people. When the iron ore companies went (0
the Pilbara they provided none of the
infrastructure required. When Woodside went to
Karratha i1 provided the infrastructure required.
The State Government must  provide Lhe
infrastruciure required for the present resources
boom; it cannot have it both ways. Tt must do
something positive instcad of sitting back and
allowing a disastrous situation 10 occur.

Government members are good at producing
red herrings. We had the Hon. Norman Moore
carry on about nationalisation. 1f he believes
adequale  Government control  of  resource
development is nationalisation then § have pity for
him and would have to accept that his political
accumen is far lower than | thought it was.

Government members interjecied.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The
Government should not cowtow 10 big business;
however, we have Ministers of the Crown whose
precoccupations are completely different from
those of the ordinary man in the street. It is casy
to understand why this Government has been a
lailure.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: There wouldn’t be
any jobs il you were in power.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Minister
for Fisherics and Wildlifc and other Ministers
have been more concerned with rock art.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: There would be no
jobs il you werc in power.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING:
Government is more cencerned with rock art.

The PRESIDENT: Order! If the honourable
member listens he will get the message that | am
cndeavouring 1o control the rest of the members
so that he can speak. The Minister knows better
than to continuc with a tirade of interjections.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Minister's
cmbarrassment about the subject on which I was
speaking is obvious.

The

The Hon. G. E. Masters: | was not
embarrassed.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: This
Government  has  hamstrung  cfforts 10 take

adequate cfforts 10 ensurc proper environmental
controls arc taken into accoumt for the bencfit of
the people when resource development occurs.
The Government has becn more inicresied in
protecting rock art and big business than in
ensuring an adequate and proper development of
the north.
Sitting suspended from 6.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Before the
suspension of the sitting for dinner 1 was sceking
10 persuade the members opposite who were
reluctant 10 come to grips with reality that this
Siate Government had simply not understood the
way in which a responsible Government designs
the community involvement in major development
programmes and that in fact, whilst the
Government has pretended 1o be a good business
manager, and the architect of resource
development, the fact is that even as pelty a
Minister as the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment has not been able 10 do what he
ought to have done in his portfolio; namely, the
right thing about the community.

I wish 10 speak for a moment aboul the
employment situation in this State. There is no
doubt that amongsi our youth and amongsi

significant  scctions  of  the  community,
unemployment is very high. | spoke earlier of the
sort of wunbridled capital incrememis and

expenditures the wealthy enjoy in this State.
Obviously, the wealthy have the main ear of
members opposite. The reality of the situation is
that there are many people in this Siate who are
substantially disadvantaged simply for no other
rcason than the failure of the Government to
make plans paraliel to the plans of resource
development.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is absolute
nonsense!

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
for Lower North Province, who, | think for the
first time, in a question he asked today has taken
an interest in his electorate says “That is absolute
nonsensc!”

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is absurd.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The reality of
it is that—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. P. H. Lockver:
continue!

Let the tourist

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The puffing
member for Lower Norith Province has lived in
thc Pilbara and knows the resource of
unemployed people is being wasted by him and his
Government.

The Hon. P. H. lLockyer: | have seen a
rcsponsible job done by the Government.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: It is the
incompetence of this Government in using this
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resource in the best way possible which gives rise
to much of the unhappiness which exists
throughout this State—

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Absolute nonscnse!

Several members interjected.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: —and which
falls on the unemployed. We find them in various
suburbs throughout the metropolitan arca, where
we  have pockets of  deliberately-ignored
uncmployed.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: That is not true.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: II that is not
teue, as Mr Lockyer scems 10 sugpest by groaning
in disbelicf, how is it the case there are so many
pockets of desperate unemployed throughout the
metropolitan arcas in this State?

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 ask the two
members interjecting o cease, otherwise 1 will
Llake some action.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: How is it that
Aboriginal unemployed in arcas the member lor
Lower North Province presided over as mayor
should be as high as 57 per cent, when there has
been no attempt by this Government 1o creale a
situation whereby that natural resource—the
natural resource of peoplec——could be properly
exploited and given a siatus in the society? The
answer is that il a person does not come along
with a big bank balance and with major assels,
and if he does not have the capacity (o turn a big
quid in large, untaxed capital gains, the Liberal
Party will not take the slightest notice of him.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is wrong.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Let us turn lor
a moment to the plethora of promises we heard
from the Liberal Party before the last State
clection, and how we heard these promises to look
towards a reduction in pay-roll tax. Even simple
people like the member for Lower North Province
will understand the adverse impact pay-roll tax
has on the small busincssman.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: What about your
promise to live in Broome? You still live in M1,
Lawley. That is another lic.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The small
business people in this community arc shackled by
pay-roll tax, which provides 52 per cent of the tax
income of this Government. Despite the attempt
of the member for Lower North Province 10 divert
the debaie, the reality is that this Governmen has
crippled the small busincssman and has been
completely subservient to the Alan Bonds of this
world who are able to obtain untaxed profits of
millions of dallars in less than a day’s work. At
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the same¢ d1ime, this Government has been
prepared to sit back and look on an unexploited
and desperately poor section of the community.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: You are a joke.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: It has becn
known for at least ecight years that the north
would go through a further period of boom
resurgence in  the exploitation . of natusal
resources. Even the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife must have been aware, perhaps in his
naively, that there was some necd to plan for this
resource development.

The Hon, G. E. Masters: The Liberal
Government has planned. It would not have
occurred with a change of Government.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: But where is
the cvidence that the State Government has 1aken
steps to improve the training prospects for
apprentices? Where is the evidence that it has
taken steps to train people who, becausc of a lack
of education and training, are otherwisc
unemployable? The answer is that the
Government has 1aken no steps because ils
philosophy is 1o hope 1o goodness some company
with enough money will come along and do the
planning work for it.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: That is quite untruc.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: It does not lic
easily in the mouth of the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlifc to bleat in opposition to that
proposition, Some 52 per cent of State tax income
is generated by pay-roll 1ax; that is a disgraceful
level of taxation to force on one section of our
community.

The Hon. Bill Withers even wrote to the Prime
Minister begging him to change his policies
because of the disastrous effects the Fraser
Government’s policies were having on the State of
Western Australia. This is the new lederalism by
which Sir Charles Court promised the cornucopia,
if enough people would vote for his party at a
State and Federal election.

This situation in our socicty has not been made
any casier by the incompctence of some Ministers
af the Court Governmeni, who are simply unable
to cope with the problems ahcad of this Siate.
Onc has only 10 look at what is happening in my
ctectorate to sce the disastrous resulis of that
incompetence.

| wish Lo address my remarks to somc other
mauters before 1 conclude. One such matter is a
corollary to the incompetence of  this
Government’s Ministers; | refer to the obsession
some members opposile have with some sort of
conspiracy Lheory. Bt is all right to obey the
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conventions when it suits them, (o scrape and bow
and do all the things onc is obliged to do and to
vote for the nomince to fill a Senale vacancy
when it swits them. However, when the chips are
down, members opposile and members of the
same political allegiance throughout Australia
lose sight of the conventions. When it suits their
political purpose, conventians are forgatten.

| am sorry the Hon. Ncil McNeill is nol in the
Chamber tonight to hear my next remarks. The
paint | wish to make is that, in moving 1he
Address-in-Reply, the Hen. Neil McNeill is
reported as having said there was an unsecmly
move towards Government in the streets and that
he was concerned thait members of Parliament
and thosc outside Parliament scrambled for media
coverage under the pretext of sceking salutions to

clectorate or national problems. Is that not
lerrible?
My information—and 1 challenge the

honourable member to deny it—is that he was a
member of the Liberal Party campaign commitiec
in the Rockingham arca which actually
cstablished a newspaper to do the very thing
aboul which he now complains. There is dead
silence from the other side. The Corridor Couricr
1 am informed was set up to help unseat the very
able, capable, and hard-working member for that
area (Mr Mike Barnett) and 10 cnsure victory for
the Liberal candidate {Mr Eddy Smedding).

This scurritous little yellow rag of politics ncver
purported to be a Liberal Party publication, but
rather to be some local newspaper. Apparently, it
was simply a new publishing venture. The
member for Lower North Province is trying to
interject. It is wonderful how he is constantly able
to add comments on a subject about which, on his
own admission, he knows nothing. Not only did
this scurrilous little piece of yellow rag. set up
prior ta the last clection—

The Hon. G. E. Masiers interjected.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Did the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife put a quid into
this venture? Surprise, surprise, alter the clection
this littdle rag changed ownership and failed
miscrably because, of course. the people of
Rockingham kncw it for what it was: namely, a
Liberal Party front.

It ought Lo be said in this Parliament that the
Hon. Neil McNcill, who pompously makes
submissions aboul convention and disputes the
right af members and the public to raisc issues
outside the Housc, on my information has been
respansible for the establishmenm of such a
newspaper.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: That is not right.
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Mr Lockyer
has just admitted he did not know.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: His manners have
drifted from the Chamber.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Now the Hon,
Neil McNeill is present in the Chamber, | would
be very happy for him to deny that he and his
Liberal Party machine, of which he was a
member in the Rockingham area, was party 1o the
setting up of the Corridor Courier. the purpose of
which was purely political.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: | deny that absolutely.
| have no knowledge of it.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Did the
member stop them? He was on the campaign
committee, but he never stopped them.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: 1t had nothing
whatever to do with the Liberal Party.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: If the member
assures me he was neither involved in the setting
up of that newspaper—

The Hon. Neil McNeill: That is exactly what [
said.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: —nor had any
knowledge of i1, | accept his assurance and |
apologise Lo him for any inference to the contrary.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Why don’t you check
your facts first?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: However, the
mcmber knows about the slimy contents of the
rag and | hope he will be able to sicp in and
suitably admonish the members of the Liberal
Parly in the arca who werc responsible lor that
deception.

The Hon. W, R, Withers: On whose word is it a
slimy rag?

The Hon. V. ). Ferry: You have no credibility
at all.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: No doubt in
due course the Hon. Bill Withers will be able 10
tell us about The Kimberiey Echo.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: 1 have no knowledge
of the organisation being involved in that
newspaper in any way.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: | accept that
assurance and 1 trust the member will now do
something to winkle out the evil people in his
organisation who were involved.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: Oh cut it out!
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: If members
oppositc wanl 1o distance themselves lrom the
smelly part of the—

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the member Lo
moderate his language if he wishes 1o continue
with his speech.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: If the member
wishes to dissociate himself from the seamy parts
of the organisation, | accept that assurance.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: Would you name the
people involved?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
has dissociated himself from the equally unsecmly
behaviour of the State Liberal Party during the
1977 Kimberley clection and | am prepared to
accept his assurance that he did not kaow
anything about (hat cither. However, 1 trust
within his own political organisation he will be
able ta display his distaste lor that sort of activity.

| wish to refer 10 one other matter which is
relatively low-key and which | think should be
raised al this time, becausc it bears on the subjcct
of the debate.

The arrogance and lack of sympathy of
members of the Court Ministry are matters which
members of the public understand only too well.
We have heard the Premier, and some of his
lambs who lollow him, bleating about the 35-hour
week. Of course, this is one of the major red
herrings of the vear.

When times arc Lough and public attention is
focussed on the incompetence and inability of the
Liberal Party to control the destiny of the
country, we hear members opposite Lrying 10 raisc
red herrings and the complaint about the 35-hour
week at the present time is onc of the major red
herrings raised by the Liberal Party.

The reality is the 35-hour week is worked by
very large sections of the community. However,
some scctions of the community still work a 40-
hour week and they do so frequently in conditions
in which a member of the public working in Perth
would not tolerate.

Such people work in tin sheds which arc not
air-conditioned or lined and in which the
temperature is often much higher than that
experienced outside,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: | don’t complain
aboul it!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
who has just interjecied is very brave! He wurns a
quid. butl the people 1o whom | am referring work
for what may (airly be described as a basic wage,
with no power 10 make decisions as 1o the sors of
work 1o which they will turn their minds.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Every man can make
his own decisions.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The reality is
that these people arc working many more hours
per week than the average office worker, the
average member of the business community, or
many other peaple who work in our sociely.

The Liberal Party prelends we will face a
catastrophe if the 35-hour week cventuates. It is a
disgracc that, for political purposes, the
Government makes out a calastrophe will occur
because employers in certain industries, in return
for greater productivity, acknowledge an ability to
pay a wage for a 35-hour week which they would
have paid previously for a 40-hour week. The
Government is trying to fool the people in an
endeavour to tempt their ideas away from the
disasters and inadequacies of its performance.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: Will it increase or
decrease employment?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The [inal
matter o which [ wish to refer concerns the
Minister for Police and Traffic. | am sure there
would be a general nod of agreement throughout
the community when | say the Minister is one of
the most arrogant people 1 have ever met.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: He is a very good
Minister.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The mecmber
who has just interjected is the sort of person who
would believe he is a good Minister and, of
coursce, it would not affect his clectors if they were
picked up for driving offences for which the
mandatory penalty was the suspension of their
licences!

It is obvious the member would go along with
the Minister for Police and Traffic. He does not
carc if the Minister’s policies result in people
losing their licences for trivial offences.

The Hon. P. H. Lockycr: That is absolutc rot!

The Hon. G. E. Masters: The Minister carcs
about the safely of the public. Apparentiy you do
noL.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Il the Minister
listens, he will learn somcthing. A persan who has
held a driver’s licence for 12 months or less and
who commits a very trivial offence, such uas
careless driving by simply omitting 1o look over
his shoulder before reversing or lailing to put his
head out the window in order 10 see past the pillar
at the rear of his car, loses his licence
automaltically under the provisions of the Road
Tralfic Act and cannot apply lor an extraordinary
licence for one maonth.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Thal is rubbish!
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: | would have
thought the member for Lower North Province
who cames from an electorale similar to
minc—who has pecoplc passing through his
clectorale on very long journcys—would be aware
of this problem. A person might be driving from
Darwin to Perth and commit a trivial offence at
Port Hedland. IT he loses his licence, he cannot
continuc his journey.,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: How about giving us
an e¢xample and a name?

The Hon. W. R, Withers interjected.

The Hon, PETER DOWDING: | can assurc
members people can lose Lheir licences if they
have held them for less than 12 months and
commil a trivial offence. In facy, it is a mandatory
suspension if such a driver is charged with
careless driving, which is the lcast serious of all
the serious offences of driving.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Give us an example
of such an offence.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: If the law is wrong,
there is a proper way in which it can be amended.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
who has just interjecied obviously is not brave
enough to make his own speech, bul is sitting
down bellowing in my car.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (the Hon. V. ).
Ferry): Order' If the member confined his
remarks to the subject about which he wished 10
speak, and addressed his remarks to the Chair, he
would make greater progress.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: In answer to
the inmerjection by the Hon. Bill Withers, | should
like to point out a person who reverses his vehicle
with his view obscured momentarily by a rear
pillar and thereby causes minor damage 1o a
vehicle into which he has reversed, would lose his
licence if he had held it for less than 12 months.
He would not have the right to apply for a
provisional licence for one month.

The Hon, W. R. Withers:
happened though.

The Hen. PETER DOWDING: It certainly
has happened. | was present in the Derby couri
when it happened and a man lost his licence,
because the magistrate had no aliernative but to
impose the mandatory penalty.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Why didn’t he
appeal?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: He cannot
appeal, because it is 2 mandatory penafty.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: If what you are
saying is correct, | would agree with you.

That has not
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The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Only those
who have impaired faculties do not agree.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Why are yau making
a personal attack on the Minister for Police and
Traffic?

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
who has just interjected will hear the end of the
story il he allows me 1o relate the middle of it!

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Come along then!

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: 1 acknowledge
there are occasions on which people commit more
serious offences lor which the mandatory penalty
is a suspension, such as refusing to lake a
breathalyser test and Lhere may be all sorts of
rcasons for that refusal, However, the person loses
his licence whether or not he had an alcaohol level
of 0.08. Members opposite would be aware of
what it is like to drive with an alcohol level in
cxcess ol 0.08.

1 do not hold mysell up as being any sort of
martyr. | suppose that, at the end of a Law
Saciety function, when | have taken a taxi home,
| might have had an alcoho! level of more than
0.08. However, it is nol necessarily some sort of
heinous crime for which there should be an
abnermally harsh penalty.

The point T wish 10 make is this: There is a
range within these offences for which the
mandatory penalty is a suspension and in which
there ought o be some special allowance for
people in difficult personal circumstiances. For
example, if a person who leaves the home town of
the member for North Province on his way 1o
Perth and spends too long at one of the numerous
watering points on the way, such as Port Hedland,
decides to drive a couple of yards into the bush to
have a sleep and is picked up by the RTA and
given a breathalyser test, he will lose his licence if
his blood alcohol level exceeds 0.08. Therefare, he
cannot continue his journey.

There is no power for the magistrate to issue a
temporary, extraordinary licence. It was my
hypothesis that, in such circumstances, it would
be just to allow.the magisirate some discretion.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Can't the magistrate
decide on the penalty? 1 am sure he can.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: Perhaps the
discretion should be limited 1o allowing a certain
number of hours’ driving or it could be restricted
10 a number of hours’ driving for a period of, say,
three days.

This story has an unhappy ending. | asked the
Minister for Police and Traffic, through the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife, what he
thought about this proposition and | should like Lo
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indicate the Minister’s responsc. He was not
concerned for people in remote areas or worricd
about the difficult circumstances in which such
people would find themselves when they were
punished in an cxcessively harsh manner in
rclation to the crime committed.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: It is concern for the
safety of the public.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: The Minister
did not show any concern for the people involved.
Instead, his answer rcads as [ollows—

No. The purpese ol suspending licences is
to protect innocent people from the danger
posed by the person convicted.

In many cases therc is an opportunity for the
magistrate to determine the danger involved, but
it is this sort of sanctimonious—

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Concern.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: —inability to
cope with the varied needs of socicty which seems
to epitomise the aititudes of so many members
opposite, including the member for Lower North
Province.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: | like to see justice
daone.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: There is a
saying which refers to the fact that people in glass
houses should not throw stones.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You should remember
that.

The Hon, PETER DOWDING: [t is a tragedy
that the Minister for Police and Traffic in his
arrogance, and the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife who does his best 10 be like the Minister
for Police and Traffic—but we all know he is a
real cuddly bear at heart—show this sort of
attitude to the needs of society.

It is my thesis tonight that it is that sort of
arropant disregard for the rights of ordinary
human beings which characterises the Court
Administration.

The other member for North Province might
have marginally more influence in his Parly room
than | have—

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: You certainly haven't
got much.

The Hon. PETER DOWDING: —and if that
is the case, he might like to give consideration 1o
the matters | have mentioned.

THE HON. TOM McNEIL (Upper Wesl)
[7.59 p.m.]: It gives me pleasure to support the
maotion tonight and [ welcome this opportunity to
speak on matters which concern my electorate. [
should like 10 refer particularly 10 the answers
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given in the House tonight to questions | raised
last week. Certainly | feel it is worth commenting
on the situation concerning the emu barrier fence.
It is with great pleasure that we see the final
completion of this fence line. [ should like to
reiterate some of the history in regard 10 this
matter so that members may be aware of Lhe
situation.

The Hon. Margaret McAleer would recall that
in 1977 2 meeting was held al Mullewa to discuss
the realignment of the barrier fence. 1 remind
members that in 1976 a horrendous situation had
been experienced in the area of Northampton
down as far as Perenjori when approximately
50000 emus were kilted and farmers had suffered
many difficulties and great financial loss.

As a result of the approaches made by scveral
shires in the area, it was decided that the
Government should assist, in some manner, in the
erection of a fence which would offer the farmers
more proteciion and at the same time reclaim
some land which could be used in a valid way.

At the time of the meeting in 1977 and the
deputation to the Premier, the estimated cost of
the fence was $650000. The Premier, in his
wisdom, suggested that we should allow for
inflation and set the amount at $700000. The
fence has been constructed at a cost of $780 000
and | feel that an injustice has been perpetrated
upon the emu barrier fence commitiee. | feel that
the fact that the committee tried to curtail
expenditure should not pass without comment,
My remarks are not aimed at the Premier, but are
related more 10 the questions | have asked in this
House and those which were asked in another
place. Some of the answers to the questions were
frivolous, on many occasions, and certainly far
from the truth.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Frivolous answers
seem 10 be indicative of the character of the
Ministers opposite.

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: The Premier wrote
a letter to the shires within the northern ward on
16 November 1977 and pointed out that the fence
was expected to cost $650 000, but that jt would
be safer to think in terms of $700000. Treasury
estimaied that the servicing of that amount would
cost $93 200 per annum to cover interest and loan
repayments. It was obvious that the Premier had
aimed at that amount being reduced
proportionately so that cost savings could be
achieved. | will quole from the minutes of the
meeting, in pari, as follows—
When the original agreements with

pastoral lessees were received, they were
consent agreements, however ownership of
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Karara Station has since changed, the claim
ladged by the present owners. The A.P.B. is
currenily checking the legalities of the claim,
Mr. Whitehouse advised that he considered
the claim to be well founded.

1 express my concern because that cost saving was
not achieved and | believe it was Lhe result of
bureaucratic bungling by the APB. | will set out,
in detail, the reasons for this so that members will
not think otherwise. On Thursday, 10 July 1980,
a meeting of the emu barrier fence committce was
calted and was combined with a mecting of the
APB at the request of a Mr Whitchouse. Mr
Whilchouse advised that the meeting was
considered necessary becausc the cost of the new
fence would exceced the original estimate by a
considcrable amount. The rcasons for (this
increase were: inflation, and the fact that no
allowance was made for it; an additional 10
kilometres in length of the fence abave the
original estimate which added a cost of $20000;
and compensation claims of $30 000—$23 000 for
Karara Station and $7000 for Coolcalalya
Station.

At the time it was suggesied that an emu
barrier fence was required, a Mr Baxter owned
Karara Station and he had made an agreement of
consent with the commitiee and the APB for the
fence to be erected through his property. Before
the fence was built Mr Baxter sold his lease and
Mr Shannon 100k over the lease and there is the
nigger in the wood pite. Despite the fact that Mr
Baxter had been in agreement with the committee
and the Minister for Agriculture as well as the
APB, Mr Shannon decided he would require
$23 000 compensation to have the fence pass
through his property.

The emu barrier fence commitiee members
were concerned becausc at the meeting on 10 July
it was clearly pointed out, by the APB, that the
only alternative was to realign the fence through
Karara Station along the existing fence lines
generally south and west of the present survey
and thus remove the possibility of a compensation
payment to Karara Station which is being made
because the fence would split paddocks cutting off
supplies of water.

Members of the committee were concerned that
the decision to realign the fence would be a fait
accompli. There was no suggestion made that the
cost of compensation should be considered and
what the cosi to realign the fence would be. No
amount of persuasion by the commitiee in
approaches to the Premier—either through
members of Parliament or other sources—could
halt the survey of the new alignment. 1t was
obvious that it would cost a great deal more than
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was estimated. However, all such efforis were
completely ignored.

The Hon. M. McAleer: It would be true to say
that they only suspected it might cost more. They
did not have a very high figure.

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: I wili illustrate the
reasons that indicate some consideration should
have been given 1o paying $23 000 compensation.
This was pointed out in an answer | received to a
question | asked this evening. Apparently $5 880
in compensation has been paid already 1o
Shannon. It was suggested, at the time, that
perthaps we should have been tighter in our
dealings with the lessee and made an agreement
which would have bound him to conscnt and
passed such consent on 1o the new lessce. The
proposal to realign the fence would take it outside
the station homestead and within the Shire of
Perenjori. This would mean that there would be
reclaimable land, which could have been put to
good agriceltural purposes, which was lost
because of the realignment. Efforts were made by
the emu barrier committee o persuade the APB
and the Minister for Agriculture and the
department on this matter, but the committce was
overruled. | believe a letter from the chairman of
the emu barrier commitice 10 the Premier sets out
the matter in detail. )

1 would like to read the letier which was sent to
the Premier on 4 August [980 because it was
quite obvious the decision was made without any
consultation with the committee. The commitiee
was aware through the APB that the lessee had
asked for compensation but the lessee had
requested realignment, and that is perhaps the
reason for the Premier’s confusion when
approaches were made by me and the committee.
The Premier should have called a hall w the
survey until all the facts were clear.

The letter read as follows—

Following advice from the Agriculture
Protection Board that they were considering
an alternative alignment on which 10
construct portion of the new emu barrier
fence, a deputation from the Emu Barrier
Combined Committee met with the Hon.
Minister for Agriculre, Mr Old, in an
endeavour 10 have the original selected
alignment retained.  Unlortunacely  the
opportunity was not available to fully
question claims made by the Board staff or to
discuss with them the problems associated
with the suggested change. We have been
advised verbally of the Ministers decision,
however prior to receiving thal advice and
within approximately one week of the
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meciing, work had bepun on clearing the line
along the aliernative roule.

I1 is most disturbing that this decision has
been made, and the Commitlee considers it a
serious breach of the agreement under which
threc local authorities used their borrowing
powers Lo raise $700000 to fund the
realignment. We question the Agriculture
Protection Boards right 1o break this
agreement particularly when their advice
from all those persons experienced in these
matters is 1o continue to construct the fence
on the originally selected route. The
Commitiee is also very concerned at the way
in which the lunds for this project have been
managed by the A.P.B,, and further recent
enquiries into  the Tlack of accurate
information being made available has
increascd this concern,

The problem apparently arose when the
lease of Karara Station changed hands, the
new lessee submilted a compensation claim
of $23000, and the Board considered that
this together with what seemed at that time
an excessive over cxpenditure, warranted a
change in alignment to save the cost. The
previous  lessee  agreed to  the original
realignment and (lelt it would assist in the
management of his stock. The Board claims
that if the original realignment is abandoned.
which will waste survey and clearing costs of
about §16 700, and the fence crecied on Lhe
suggested alterpative alignment, which is no
shorter and requires survey and clearing, the
compensation of $23 000 will be saved. The
cost of survcy and cilearing should cost a
similar amount, $16 700, added 10 the wasted
expenditure on the previous alignment totals
£33 400, and it is likely that an additional
grid will requircd on the alternative route at
a cost of $5 000, totalling $38 400.

Those Shires and farmers severely affected
by the last serious emu migration in
conjunction with experienced A.P.B. officers
spent considerable time and effort in
ensuring that the realignment would be
positioned to provide the most effective and
beneficial protection 10 the agricultural
industry, unflortunately those officers with
this experience and practical understanding
of the emu problem are no longer associated
with the fence. The suggested change in
alignment has been proposed by A.P.B.
officers who are inexpericnced in this ficld
and have no real appreciation of what is
needed, the experience can only be gained by
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a number ol years of close association with
the cmu problem.

I 'am sure Local Government generally will
be extremely concerned at the manner in
which our wishes seem to be totally ignored
in this instance.

On behalfl of the three Shires who raised
the foan funds, 1 appeal to the Government
10—

1. take action 1o
clearing and other
alternative alignment,

2. 1o direct the Agriculture Protection
Board to honour its agreement and
construct  the realignment on the
alignment which all agreed is the most
effective, and

3. 10 conduct an enquiry into the
management of the project and the
misleading claims made in support of
the alternative alignment.

immediately ccase
works on  Lhe

It would in the long term be far more
beneficial to delay the project at this stage
rather than proceed along an alternative
alignment which will or even may prove to be
unsatisfactory, particularly after the overall
effort that went inlo the initial decision.

Yours faithfully,

D. ). BRENKLEY,

CHAIRMAN—

EMU BARRIER FENCE COMBINED
COMMITTEE.

This evening several answers were given 10
questions about this matter, and several letters
were written by the Minister for Agriculture o
Mr Brenkley. Letters were alse written 1o the
Minister for Agriculture by the Perenjori Shire
which was involved with the emu barrier fence
committee. The Minister for Agriculture wrote a
letter to Mr Brenkley on 30 July stating that he
believed “that Lthe new line would be the most
satisfactory and somewhat cheaper than the
lencing along the old line”. In a letter to the
Perenjori Shire on 17 September the Minister {or
Agriculture had written to the shire clerk that the
line was changed “because the total cost was
cheaper’” and that in view of the fact that the
lessce at Karara Station had incurred loss and
disruption on his property it was obvious that this
loss io the lessee had become a divisive issue.

Allegations passed between Mr Brenkley, the
APB, and the Minister and quile lengthy
literature on Lthe matter was produced. However,
the questions asked and answers received in this
House, and another place, about the matter are
completely confusing.
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On |7 September 1980 1 asked the following
question—

(1) When did the Agriculture Protection
Board become aware of the lessee’s wish
to change the line?

| must emphasis again, this was against the wish
of the lessce who had never atl any timc expressed
a wish to change the alignment of the fence. This
was decided by the APB in order to avoid
compensation of $23 000; it pul the proposition up
10 the commitlee as Lhe best method of
approaching the problem. The answer 1o my
guestion was—
(1) The lessec advised the fence supervisor
on 26 June 1980 of his nceds if Lhe
original rcalignment was used. On 30
June 1980, he served a claim for
compensation on the board.

The second part of my question was—

(2) (a) Whern was the Percnjori Shirc
advised of the lessce's deciston, and
by whom;

{(b) when was the emu barricr fence
commilttece adviscd of the lcssee's
decision, and by whom;

To which the Minister replied—

{2) (a) and (b) Thursday, 10 July 1980, by
Mr Whilchouse, an officer af the
Agriculture Protection Board a1 a
mccting at Greenough Shire offices.

I then asked—

{c) what is the pastoral
experience of the lessee:

industry

We are lalking here aboul the lessce who wanted
compensation of $23 000. The Minister’s answer
10 thal was—
{c) Unknown, but |
quile extensive.

understand il is

However., when questions were asked in another
place diflferent information was given. The
Minister Tor Agriculture said the Agriculture
Protection Board had no knowledge of which
lcases were held by the lessee of Karara Station
prior to his taking up that lease. He said that
similurly the board had no knowledge of how long
the lessec had held previous leascs, or what his
experience was. That is in complele contradiction
of the answer given in this place.

I then asked the Minister—
(d) what is the experience of the officer
in charge of the project: and
(e) what is the expericnce of the lence
supervisor?
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To which he replied—

(d) Graduate officer employed by the
Agriculture Protection Board for
morc than seven years.

(e} Employed by the Agriculture
Protcction Board for seven ycars,
including approximalely threc years
4s a supervisor.

In anolher place the answer given was thal the
officer in charge had becn cmployed for mare
than 10 years; and in respect of the fence
supervisor, the answer in another place said he
had no cxperience whatever of fences. In lact the
answer given in another place was as follows—

The board’s officer in charge of the fence
project has no prior cxperience as a
construction worker on a fence of this nature.
Similarly he has not had prior expericnce as
a fencing contract supervisor. The officer in
charge of this project is a graduate officer
employed by the board for more than 10
years.

[ then asked—

(4) What was Lhe reason for the Agricullure
Protection  Board not  supplying
information 10 the commitlce. as
requested in a letter dated 30 November
19797

The answer was——

(4) A rcquest from the Shire Clerk al
Mullewa on that dalc was answered
with dctails supplied by an officer
attending the northern wards of the
Country Shire Councils’ Association
meeting in February 1980. A brecakdown
of costs was prepared for the president
of the fence committece in February
1979.

1 point out that question was asked in this place in
September 1980 and the answer was that the
information was supplied verbally at a Country
Shirc Councils’ Assaciation meeting. However, 10
my knowledge the emu barricr fence commiltee
has not received a reply to that letier. In another
question 1 asked what was the fengih of the
original alignment that had been deleted, and the
Minister said it was approximately 34 kilometres.
I then asked what was the length of the new line
and the answer was approximately 32 kilometres.
In other words, the APB was justifying the fact
that it had deleted this section of line and decided
10 put il somewhere clse.

If members look a1 the map 1 am holding up
which shows the original alignment of the fence
they will see it does not requirc onc to be a
Rhaodes scholar 1o work out that a fence running



280

from a lowcr point on the southern side would
have to be longer.

When we were given the figure of 32 kilomctres
we asked questions in another place because we
thought that, surely, as the shire had agreed it
was to be at least 4.5 kilometres langer somebody
was making a mistake. However, in the letter
writien in reply to the question asked in the other
House the answer given was—

The section of the fence in the new
alignment has recently been more accurately
surveyed by technical staff of the Resource
Management Division of my department and
is now estimated to be 37.8 kms in length.

So wc found the fence had grown frem 32
kilometres to 37.8 kilometres, a difference of 5.8
kilometres. That is about the height of MLt
Kilimanjaro. Imagine a mountain of that height
suddenly appearing in thc oulback of the
Percnjori Shire. That was a ludicrous answer to a
pertinent question, and one which was of great
importance to the members of the commiltee.

I asked the Minister what it cest Lo clear the
length of the new line and he said that payment
had not been made but that the approximale cost
would be $7 000. However, back on 10 July at
Greenough Lhe officers of the APB said the cost
would be $4 800. Once again, the APB was Lrying
Lo justify the new alignment.

The chairman of the committec was completcly
frustrated in his efforts (o find the truth, and he
and his commitiee werc upscl Lhat the expertise
thcy were pouring into the matter was being
ignored. Mr Brenklcy wrote 10 me as follows—

1t was recently indicated by the Premier in
a letter 10 you that the Emu Barrier Fence
Commitiec made no atiempt to discuss the
matter of recalignment of the fence through
Karara Station with the new lessee of the
praperly, and I fcel the matler should be
clarificd.

The Commitlee was not informed by the
Agriculture Protectian Board, or anyone clse,
that it was the wish of the lessec Lo change
the alignment, in fact the Agriculure
Protection Board was actively investigating
an allernative alignment prior to them
advising the Commitiecc of (he neced to
rcalign the fence.

In other questions asked in this place it was
suggested that mismanagement of a grave order
had occurred. Initially the fence line was
estimated 10 take in 301 kilometres of fencing,
and we had an assurance from the APB and the
Minister that was the correct distance. But
suddenly they have found another 10 kilometres is
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required. Repcated requests from the commitice
for addilional staff 1o act as storemcn and to
check the amounts being supplied to contractors
met with no assistance whatsocver.

When it was suggested that suddenly we were
using 310 kilometres of fence instead of 301
kilometres we were told in the Parliament that
there were shortages here and there and a bit left
over here and there, and a bit extra was required
to cater for washaways, ctc. Generally the
answers werc inconclusive and of no assistance
whatsocver to the committee.

The emu barrier fence has now been completed,
and | will ask additional questions later in the
week regarding the extra cost involved in clearing
up the corners. The corners shown on the map
indicated all sorts of problems would occur at
places such as Lucky Wells because of the
alignment of the fence with sharp corners. ln
some areas it was only natural that emus would
congregate and eventually would push their way
through the fence.

The initial alignment did not have those
problems. 1 considered the estimate of $780 000
would have to be increased due to the amount of
clearing up of dead spots which was required.

The Hon. M. McAleer: It is true 1o say the
commitiee had an opportunity in its deputation to
the Minister for Agriculture to say thosc corners
were unacceptable, but they did not do that. | was
sympathetic o their cause, but they did not feel
able to say the corners were ruining the fence.

The Hon. TOM MecNEIL: | was hoping to
avoid reading 1he statement by Mr Brenkley, but
perhaps it would be simpler il 1 read it out and
then if the Hon. Margaret McAleer has any
problems she can contact the chairman of the
committec and take them up with him.

The Hon. M. McAleer: 1
dcputation.

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: )
honourablc member was.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Were you?

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: No, 1 was not, but |
have rcad out the chairman’s comments regarding
the fact that the committee did not have the
opportunity 1o question the APB. Howcver, | am
going by the chairman’s letter, which perhaps the
member may refutc.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Il you were nol there,
how would you know about it?

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: Mr Lewis has asked
how | would know about this. To simplify the
matter, | will read out the chairman’s statement,
as follows—

was on that

am surc the
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In regard to the article an the Barrier
Fence realignments in the Countryman of
August 2151 and comments by the Minister
for Agriculture on the A.B.C. on Augusi
t8th.

When considering a change in alignment
in July 1980, thc Minister commented that
the original realignment was only a line
drawn on a map and nobady had been in the
area to say this is the place to put the fence
only shows how uninformed of the lacts the
Minister is. The line was drawn on a map in
1976, during 1977 an A.P.B. Officer who
had considerable cxperience with Barricr
fences and Emus made a fairly
comprehensive survey of Lhe proposed line,
held discussions with property owners and
lessees who would be affecled 10 seek Lheir
advice as to the suitability for fencing and
effectiveness against emu’s ie. to avoid
breakway country, areas subject 1o flash
flooding and any other problems that may be
encounicred. Iln May 1978 officers discussed
the proposed line with the Commitiec. Aerial
photography of the line was carried out in
late June early July 1978. After study of the
aerial photographs a follow up inspection was
done 1o check suggesied alterations and
doubiful areas shown up by the photography.
This was followed by the official survey
which was completed in December 1978 and
clearing commenced in late February early
March 1979. Expenditure on the delcted
section 1o clearing stage was in excess of
$16 500. We believe the original realignment
wis gazetied. After all that the Minister said
nobody had been there to say this is where
the fence should go.

On September 28th 1977 a dcputation
from the Barrier Fence Commitlee mel the
Premicr, Sir  Charles Court 10 seek
Government Funding for a realignment. [t
was agreed that if the Local Authorities
raised the loan funds the Government would
meet 75% of the loan repayments. The
Premier suggested that the cstimated cost of
$650 000 could escalate with inflation and
that we should think in terms of $700 000,
this was the amount raised. The A.P.B.
officer in charge of the fence said no
allowance had been made for inflation in the
initital estimates.

After construction commenced on the
Lake Moare section a number of disturbing
reports were reccived, to check these reports
an inspection by the Committce was made in
November 1979. The poor quality of

construction was quite obvious, (the only
experienced fence supervisor was starting
another contractor on the fence north of
Northampton) deficiences in supervision
were also very abvious ie. 1 section botlom
plain wire and netting could be easily raised
half way up the fence ie. 45-50¢m. In
another section overstraining of the plain
wire was obvious, during this winter we
believe some of the wires have snapped. The
Officer in charge of the lence is adamant to
this day that Lhis is a satisfactory standard.
We requestied that the project be placed in
the charge of A.P.B. Officers with fence
experience. No action was taken.

On the 10th July 1980 a mecting was held
at very shorl notice with the A.P.B. We were
1old to agrec to a change of alignment
through Karara Station 1o avoid a
compensation claim of $23 000 as the project
was going 1o cost 3803 000. (That was the
only proposition put 10 the Committee).

We weren't given the details of
expenditure to date and after further
queslions we were extremely doubtiful of a
number of things we were told, these were
later proved to be incorrect.

Some dctails of expenditure were provided
on the 18th July, however afler flurther
enquiry it was found these were 327 000 in
crror. Further detail was requested. This was
provided when we met the Minister on 22nd
July, these showed thai a contract thal was
terminated was over paid by $3067. We
were also given a list of materials purchased
that showed 301 km of netting purchased and
an excess of all other materials Lo construct
301 km yet the officer in charge maintained
that only 290 km was purchascd. It has been
said that the new alignment will save money,
the Committee is very dubious of this ¢laim
and will be very interested in the final figures
if an accuratc costing is madc available 10
them.

I must make it quite clear that it was not
until this meeting with the Minister did we
have any indication that it was the lessce’s
express wish to change the line. This was
confirmed in the Ministers letier of the 30th
July received by us on August Sth by which
time the Ministers decision had been made,
during the 5th (o0 10th August we
endeavoured to contact the lessee and advised
the Minister a1 a mecting on the 10th August
of these attempts. The Minister said an the
A.B.C. on 13th August that we made no
atternpt to discuss the maiter with the lessee.
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How is the Committee (o know about these
matters il no one tells us. The incredible
number of incorrect things we have been told
leaves us extremely doubtful as to the
accuracy ol the information given 10 the
Committce. We requested the Premier to
instilute an enquiry into the mislcading
claims made 10 support a change of
alignment.

Original realignment cut one paddock of
approximately 4000 ha about in half and
another of 7000 ha aboul one third two
thirds, there should be some management
advantage here. More of the pastoral leasc
would have becn within the protecied area,
the homestead would be protected.

The new line cut onc paddock of
approximately 4 500ha in half, it runs
parrallel with a road, this situation is most
undesirable for a barrier fence as it gives
rcady access to indiscriminant shooters and
unnccessary disturbance of the migraling
emus. 11 puts a homesicad outside the fence
and in the thick of an emu migration, ask
those who have had the experience. It runs
parrallel  with station fences, this is
undesirable as it can concentrate vermin and
stock on the barrier fence. The existing
station fence has cxperienced wash outs in
the vicinity ol the new alignment, one must
expect more cxtensive damage Lo the barrier
fence, the aim of the ariginal realignment
was to endeavour 10 avoid such situations. It
is said the new line is a logical one, | am
afraid the people who have experience, think
otherwise.

That is signed by D. J. Brenkley.

In closing my remarks relating to the emu
barricr fence, | must note the gratitude expressed
lo the cmu barrier fence commitice by the
Minister and, [ belicve, the Premier. [t must have
becn a most frustrating expericnce for the
commitice when it was learned that the
realignment had been decided upon by the APB
against good advice. A marvellous job of trying to
curtail cosis was done by the commiltee; and
there should be some sort of recognition for this
service carried out by the shires.

It is nat often | spcak about sport here!
However | would like 10 congratulate the Western
Australian Football Leaguc on its decision in
relation to the four games scheduled for Anzac
Saturday. The games will take place on thai day.
The Western Australian Football League has
never been known for ils generosily to the Anzac
Day Trust; and in the past its record has been
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rather shabby when compared with the efforts of
the racing clubs, the trotting clubs, and the
betting 1ax reimburscments piven by the
Government o the Anzac Day Trust. In the last
21 years, the lcague’s sorry effort was a miserable
$11000 in return for games played on Anzac
Day. During that same period, the rcturn from
racing and trotting clubs, and from the
Government’s betting lax, was $1 011 000,

There was a suggestion that perhaps the
football league would have tricd 1o avoid its moral
obligation by transferring some of the games this
year t0 the Sunday. However, 1 am extremely
plcased with the answer | recieved tonight,
indicating that this is not the intention of the
league. The games will be played on the
Saturday, as scheduled; and the Anzac Day Trust
will bencfil by 60 per cent nct of the gate takings
on those days. In this instance, | congratulate the
Western Australian Football League.

At the same time, | must raise the question of
the playing of the prcliminary [inal in this Siate
on the day of the VFL grand final in Mclbourne.
It burns me up, as possibly it does other members
of this House, that this is an example of the
shortsightcdness of the peaple controlling football
in this State. The situation last year was a perfect
example. Even in New South Wales the New
South Wales Rugby Leaguc knew the drawing
power and the magnitude of the interest within
that State—a rugby State—in the VFL grand
final; and the New South Wales Rugby League
transferred its grand final to a Sunday so that
people could slay home and experience the great
thrill of watching the VFL grand final on
1clevision. '

In two of the last four years in this State our
grand finals have becn played on the same day as
the VFL grand final. 1 put that down to bad
management. Il we arc to lurther the interest in
Australian rules lootball in this Siate, people
must become interested in the sport. We have 10
admit that the VFL compctition is the number
one drawcard: and that the action, for instance, in
the 1977 game—

The Hon. Peter Dowding: | thought the
Legistative Council was ancther one. That is what
really gets Lhem going, is it not?

The Hon. TOM McNEIL: This ycar we are
faced wilh the same situation that prevailed last
year. Are we to go to Lhe preliminary final, with
the Western Australian Football League saying
“You cannol watch the VFL grand [linal, because
we have another game on that day?” Last year we
passed legislation through this House which
permitted the WAFL to play games on Sundays. [
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am not really in agreement with the playing of
games on Sundays. However, on special occasions
such as this, where it could not do any harm 10
the gate, the preliminary final could be played on
the Sunday, thus allowing the VFL game to be
telecast on the Saturday.

Obviously that will not be the casc. We will
again have the situation where, il one wants to sce
the VFL gamec—such as a father with two small
boys and who would wani 1o take them 1w the
looty—it will cost something like the $34.50 it
cost last year, with no reduction for pensioners,
and no half price for kids. If one wanis a beer
while watching the game al the Entertainment
Centre, it will cost 70c for a seven-ounce glass,
and 50c for a small container of lemonade. That
is how the public is being ripped off; and there is
no other way of looking at this problem but as
exploited fooiball followers.

| hope commonscnse will prevail, and that the
directors of the WAFL will have another look at
this problem. 1t is not too late. Perhaps they could
help all of us by releasing the big VFL event for
direct telecast to all this State.

I would like to congratulate the ABC on its
magnificent viclory over the Australian Cricket
Board and the Packer arganisation by challenging
successfulty for the right o tclevise test and
Sheffield  Shield cricket  within  Australia.
Admitiedly they will have restrictions placed on
their operations. However, we recall that the
Australian Cricket Board sold oul to the Packer
organisation, to the detriment of all country
vicwers, and particularly cricket fans. The fact
that we may only be able Lo see the test cricket
between the tea adjournment and stumps is
irrclevant. The important thing is that the
problem was batlled out through the courts; and
just when it sccmed we would miss viewing the
cricket for another seven years, the ABC had a
wonderful breakthrough. It is 1o be congratulated
on its cfTorts.

At the same time we must not forget that the
ABC lost the tennis in 1975, Apparently the ABC
has semc dynamos working for it. because it has
now acquired the tclevising of the classic tennis,
and that will appcar over the next six months.
That is a breakthrough.

When we consider we will see 33 nights of live
test cricket from England, we realise that is
absolutely tremendous. 1n addition, the ABC will
have the highlights of top golf, the secand Jack
High Bowling series will start soon; and now we
have the ABC covering football from every State
of Australia. That means the ABC has the
capacity 1o reach 98 per cent of aur population.
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That is a wonderful thing for the people in the
outback, and particularly for the people in the
northern part of my electorate.

In late (979 | introduced a privatc member’s
Bill 10 afford some protection for the palicy
holders of insurance companics. | suppose one
must realisc one does not have an outstanding
chance ol having a private member’s Bill passed
unless one is in the Government; bul 1 have to
express disappointment about the defeat of that
Bill. | suppose the disappointment stems from the
faci that at the time | introduced the Bill. 1 said
the amendments wcre designed to give the
Consumer  Affairs Bureau authority over
insurance companies. This was 1o simplify the
matler when a persan wished 10 make a legitimale
complaint about an insurance company, without
his having to go through the law courts and swell
the coffers of people like the Hon. Peter Dowding
and the Hon. Howard Olney. It was a legitimate
attempt 1o do something about a matter which 1
considered was wrong.

1 pointed oul that the two amendments [
proposed would bring the insurance companics
under the control of the Consumer Affairs
Burecau; and at the same time | would raise the
amount in contention from $5 000 10 $10 000. AL
that time, the Leader of the House (the Hon.
Graham MacKinnon} stated—

Perhaps | should inform the House that
amendments 1o section 4—that is, to take in
contracts of insurance—have been Lentatively
agreed upon.

He concluded by saying—

The Bill presented by the member has
obvious merit, but | must ask the House not
to support lhe two amendmenls in Lheir
present form on the understanding that more
comprchensive legislation is currently under
consideration by the Government. | trust the
member will see the wisdom of that and
agree with it.

Some 12 months and 400 complaints later,
another Bill was introduced. 1 point out that those
400 complaints were the ones which were
channelled through from the Consumer Affairs
Bureau. Goodness knows how many others did not
go as lar as that. During the last session, a
Government Bill was introduced inte the House,
and it passed through without any comment
whatsoever. That Bill was exactly the same as my
Bill, and it sought to do the same thing; but in my
apinion it was |2 months too late.

[ realise that that happened because the
original Bill was moved by somebody who was not
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in the Government. However, | cannot see the
merit of such action.

{ support the motion.

THE HON. P. H. WELLS (North Metro-
politan) [8.43 p.m.]: I rise to support the motion.

As one looks through the Governor’s Speech,
onc sces that the Government secks to combine
resources devclopment with the needs of the
pcople. Although not always highlighted by
members in this House, it is pleasing to see that
there is reference to individual programmes for
people, and the expansion of schools. | do not hear
members screaming about the fact that
Aboriginal housing, which has been developed
over vast distances of the State, and is continuing,
as is reported in the Speech as the policy of the
Government— :

The Hon. Peter Dowding: It has nothing to do
with the State Government. [t is a Federal
matier.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Government is
looking into the Child Welfare Act; and it left
over to this Parliament legistation dealing with
the misuse of drugs. There are other issues which
will come before the House, to which reference is
made from time to time. However, that is not
referred to often, because onc sees it as a match
of scoring. The Government has set about guictly
trying o achieve those things which are for the
good of the communily.

The Government’s initiative was evident in
terms of the transport policy when a large number
of members went up on the Prospector to sce the
P 811 track rencwal machine being used by
Woestrail to upgradce large scclions of track. | shall
quote the following about the P 811—

The working section of the P811 track
rencwal machine consists of an old sleeper
reclaimer, ballast scarificr and leveller, new
sleeper layer with old and new rail threaders
suspended below a beam.

It was quite exciling to sce this machine lay the
standard rail and al the same time pick up the old
slccpers. 4 was almost a complele aperation
without the waste of previous programmes. |t was
interesting to realise that the machine required
only five people to operate it. Modern technology
has provided us with this sort of eperation.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: And it put 150
people out of work.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: [t is very difficult 1o
understand interjections such as that when one
considers the resource development which is 10
take place in Lhis Stale. At times | become
confused when trying to establish what some
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members seck to achieve for the State. Do they
want all people lo be suppoerted by the
Government? If that is the case, who would work
to support them? Does the Opposition want a
balanced approach that takes into account the
development of the Stiate as a whole and the
development of individuals? The Government
wants to crcate an environment where peaple do
not become totally dependent on the Government,;
a socicty which recognises the individual’s right Lo
grow; a society which encourages this sort of
aclivity. 1 do not wish to have a shouting match
with the Hon. Peter Dowding.

When a previous speaker referred to his first
year in Parliament 1 was reminded of my first
year. | have reviewed the part | played in the
House and what I learnt. | am beginning lo sce
the reality of the role of this Housc of Review.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: You did not worry
about inlernational contractors.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 contributed an
input that 1 believe was neccssary for an
individual and a member of a group to do in order
to achieve amendments and improvements (o our
legislation. During the time 1 have been herc 1
have been pleased with the co-operation and
support of the Public Scrvice—the whole range of
departments—and the Ministers’ offices. 1 have
been helped with a great range of requests from
time to time. It always amazes me that some
members do not act immediately by contacting
the departments rather than bringing their
queries to the House, In general [ find that [ get a
quicker service by dealing direct with the
departments concerned. | am able 10 get a quicker
and betler answer.

The Hon. Peler Dowding: The Hon. Tom
McNeil disagrees with you.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: One woman who was
a member of a group | conducted through the
Parliament asked if | wanted to hear any
problems. 1 explained that I would like to hear
any problems as [ enjoyed the challenge involved.
| mentioned to the lady that besides sharing these
problems we might share in a partnership of
ideas.

One of the problems akin to most membets is
the large number of State Housing Commission
queries. This will always be a problem to some
degree while we are providing low-cost housing. |
trust we are rying to arrive as equitably as
possible at a policy based on need. It is the only
basis one can adopt when we are using other
people’s money. 1 find that often when | have had
a query relating 1o State housing, it may well be
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that a person is placed on the waiting list and told
he must wait betwcen 12 and 18 months.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Or three years.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | have not come
across a case where three years was mentioned.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: 1 have one here.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: Some members of the
House arc extremely impatient. Having had an
opportunity to spcak they want to use up other
members’ time also. | wonder whether the Hon.
Peter Dowding would return the courtesy |
showed him and allow mc to relatc my problems.

The fact that there may be a delay of between
one year or three years would depend on the

reserves of housing available at the time. The.

SHC is not there for the purpose of providing
Government  housing Lo everyone. It has to
provide accommodation in terms of need. Need is
always a questionable thing and everyone has his
own interpretation of it.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: No-one questions the
need, surely.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: If Alan Bond apphed
for a SHC home 1 would question the need there,
If the Hon. Peter Dowding applied 1 might
question the need in terms of other people having
a higher priority.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: This lady has been
waiting three years, and she is in need.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | suspect that some
members whe receive requests from people in this
regard from timec to time usc all the resources
available to them 1o have that person placed
higher on the list of pricritics than should be the
case.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Do you do that?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | find a great
challenge in trying to asceriain a person’s need as
compared with the needs of all the ather pcople
on the SHC list. Perhaps it is sometimes of
political advantage for a member to be secn as
onc who has the ability to convince the SHC 1o
take a person from the boitom of the list and put
him on the top. Although that may meet a
temporary need | draw the atiention of members
to the necessity 1o consider the position of other
people who are already at the 10p of the lisi,

| have never had a problem with respect 10
emergency housing. It may weli be that a person
does not want 1o accept the accommodation
provided in terms of emergency housing.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: [ said therc is no
emergency list in Karratha because there are not
enough houses available.
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The Hon. P. H. WELLS: The SHC is given the
opportunity to review cases and it makes
allowances for those with emergency nceds.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: If there are houses. |

The ACTING PRESIDENT (the Hon. V. J.
Ferry): Order! The Hon. Peter Wells has the
MNoar.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: The other day [ was
hopeful the Hon. Howard Olney would provide
me with the date of his 25th wedding anniversary
so that | might get his priorities in order.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: | thought you would
move a motion of congratulations,

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: In this place 1 have
become used 1o listening to double-talk. [ trust
that the inference that | introduced a motion
congratulating The Salvation Army—

The Hon. Peter Dowding: It was a political
stunt, if you want to know the inference. You
used the Salvos for a political purpose—and
Apex, 100,

The Hon. [. G. Pratt: You should be ashamed
of yourself.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Your use of Apex for
political purposes is disgraceful.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 trust that the Hon.
Peter Dowding’s temarks do not represent the
views of his party. As 2 member of this House |
have a right 10 move motions of thanks with
respeet  to  thosc  organisations within  the
community which have made major contributions.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: You are a political

poser.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | believe we should
take time to thank clubs such as Apex; clubs
which collect many millions of dollars for the
community.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: You do not have to
make political capital out of it.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: I do not believe the
Hon. Peter Dowding’s vicws represent the views
of other members of the Opposition. In terms of
the question of how low will [ go in thanking
organisations such as this, | indicate | will use all
my powers 10 make certain these organisations
are thanked for their major contributions to the
State and that they get the recognition they justly
deserve. Should 1 move such motions, | trust [
shall get the joint support of both parties.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: A crawling political
stunt.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 trust the
interjections | have been hearing do not represent
the views of other members of the Oppesition.
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A comntittee has recently released a review on
the Liquor Act and onc could well expect that in
due course the report will find its way before this
House. At that time I will have a few well-chosen
remarks 10 make on the subject. Perhaps we
should consider forming a committee to consider
the problems liquor produces in our community,
such as drunkenness and excessive drinking in
general. Qur present system leads to a cluutering
of the Perth lockup; it becomes a haven for the
people the police collect and who are 10 be
charged with cxcessive drinking. They are
fingerprinted and taken through the processes of
law. | believe the community could be better
served in other ways. | suggest il is time we sat
down and considered ways of improving the
sityation.

The Hon., Peter Dowding: What
proposing? Should we close the pubs?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | do not say that.
Had the member listened he would have realised 1
was referring 10 the present system of handling
drunks. Perhaps because the Hon. Peter Dowding
has not been involved in this side of the law he has
not considcred the needs of these people. Thesc
people need help and guidance because of their
preblems with alcohol. Perbaps in futurc they
could be referred to assistance of different sorts.
In many cases the families of the people who go
on these binges need assistance,

1 suggest that at present the police do not recally
know what to do with these people. Just as we
have people who review many different problems,
we should give some consideration 10 a new way
of handling those whe are charged with offences
relating to alcohol.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Why not ask why
they get drunk? Ofien it is because your
Government has put them ouwt of a job. Your
Government  has  created  gheltoes  of
uncmployment.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: il we go back to the
time of Labor Governments, either Statec or
Federal, | gather we would be expected 10 sce a
grcal reduction in the number of those charged
with offences relating Lo alcohal.

are you

I mention to the honourable member that in
those days | was very much involved with The
Salvation Army and probably lifted more drunks
from the sireet than he stooped down io. | 1ook
them 10 their families, and if he had done that he
would have a little morc consideration for the
families of people who get themsclves into these
predicaments.

Insicad of squabbling so much about these
malters we should set up a committec 1o
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determine whether we can treat these people in a
better way. We should not have to listen to
interjections of the nature put forward by the
honcurablc member.

I suggest the rcason put forward by the
honcurable member is not acceptable and would
not be accepted by people invoived with this arca
of concern in this country and in others.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: | challenge you 10
prove that. You ask a Salvation Army officer
whal causes people to end up in this condition and
he will tell you it is hopelessness brought on by
uncmployment.

The Hon. P, H. WELLS: As | said, | have been
and | am a line closer to the people working in
this area than is the honourable member. | have
been in the position of having to take drunk
people home from a hotel, and those people have
had jobs and money. If the member studics the
situation he will find that not ong level in the
community is free of alcoholics. If he goes 1o the
institutions trcating them he will find often a
cross-section of the community.

I suggest we should give consideration to how
we can belter serve 1o bring these people back
into the community.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: The rich ones don’t
gel arrested.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: Whils1t it has becn
cnjoyable to listen (o these interjections 1 will
move on to another matter.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you suggest the
drunks should be taken 10 gaol? | do not think
they should be.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | suggested we
change the system of taking them to paol. |
suggested we should consider this matter. Possibly
I will be proved wrong, but | am willing to sit
down 10 discuss the malier with people concerned
so thal we can arrive at an appropriate solution.
Rccently [ spoke t0 a member of the Police Force
who said we should seck another solution to the
problem. Mecmbers can see from the shouting
malch that has developed that it is bettcr lor us to
sil down to discuss Lhe matter instead of carrying
out political point scoring. Let us find a solution
to the problem and bring these people back to the
community.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: What aboul the rate
of imprisonment?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: I have considered the
position in not only this State, but also the
Eastern States, and | have probably spent more
time convincing people involved in these arcas—

The Hon. Peter Dowding: You have!
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The Hon. P. H. WELLS: The honourable
member is in good form. I will raise a matter
which might encourage him to listen instead of
interjecting. He may agrec with me. It relates to
cigarette smoking. Recently an arlicle was
distributed relating to South Australia which has
stopped cigaretle advertising in railway facilities
on the basis (hat cigaretie smoking on public
transport is banned in that State.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Could you do it in
plancs?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | suggest cigarcite
smoking should be banned nol only in planes, but
also in other places where people congregate, The
Depariment of Health and Medical Services
should seriously consider making
recommendations for the banning of cigarelte
smoking in al! arcas where the public congregates,
and, particularly, in resiaurants and other cating
houses. There should be places where no smoking
is allowed or areas set aside lor people who do not
want Lo be bothered by cigarette smaoke.

The Hon. H. W, QOlney: Do you allow smoking
in your home?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: I
smoking in my home.

The Han. D. K. Dans: Neither do I.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: One of my children
smokes cigarcttes. That was my child’s choice
because we could not foree our own upon him,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: My daughter will not die
of lung cancer, only pneumonia. She smokes on
the lawn.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | am glad we do not
allow smoking in the parliamentary dining room
and that most of the organisations to which 1
belong have passed motions to the eficet that
smoking is not permitied during meetings. 1 find
that when | am interstate or down town with my
wile at eating houses, regardless of how well we
judge where Lo sit in regard 10 our proximily 1o
smokers we invariably find that somebody sits
near us and lights a cigarette. Non-smokers
should have some rights. 1t has been recognised 10
some degree—

The Hon. H. W. Olney: We might have a class
action in the United Siates.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: —that the smoking of
cigarcttes is a health hazard, and the Government
has supported that belief.

I remember that on one occasion Dr Bruce
Armsiong and Dr Bill Musk from the Australian
Council on Smoking and Health made the
comment that our health cosis are increased by
the large number of people who suffer from

do not allow
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sicknesses directly attributable 1o smoking. I will
quotce from the introduction of onc magazine put
out by the Weorld Health Organisation which is
entitled “Smoking or Health. The Choice is
yours!” It states—

Smoking is probably the largest single
preventable cause of ill health in the world.
The present increase in smoking menaces
most those who live in developing countries.
who are Lhe targets of promotional drives by
cigaretic manufacturers; therc, smoking
threatens to become one of tomorrow’s major
health hazards. In the casc of devcloped
countries, much greater and sustained ¢fforis
are required 10 reinforce educational and
public information programmes, particularly
for those most at risk such as young people.

| suggest that it is an infringement of the rights of
non-smokers lor them 1o lind themselves at a
meal table, in that confined area, with people who
have decided 1o smoke. 1 have found myself in the
situation of being in eating houses where | have
sclected a chair away from a smoker and then
found that chairs next to me are taken by
smakers. | suggest the Department of Health and
Medical Services should consider the banning of
cigarctte smoking in restaurants and other caling
houses as | have suggested. | must admit that the
majority of smokers arc rcasonable in regard 10
not offending olhers.

There was an article in New Scientist of 2
October 1980 which took up the subject “The
perils of sccond-hand Smoking”. It makes
reference to the inhalation of smoke from other
people’s cigarettes. Mr Sherridan Stock states—

Smokec frfom any source consists of minute
particles suspended in a mixture of pases that
usually include volatile organic substances

and water vapour. A single cigaretle
produccs aboul five million million
particles ... They are droplets of tar, and

consist of numerous chemicals; altogether
there are about 3 000 different chemicals in
ciparctie smoke. Some ol these chemicals,
including nicotine, are present in the unburnt
tobacco. . .

In other parts of the article he points out the
difference betwcen side-stream and main-stream
smoke. Side-stream smoke is that which cnters
the atmosphere when' the cigareite is idle; and
main-strcam smoke is the smoke which the
smoker draws into his or her mouth and,
therefore, into his or her lungs. He further points
oul—

b seems at least possible, if not probable,
that passive smoking of side-stream smoke,
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often heavy, and repeated over a lifetime,
could give rise o the same alarming
spectrum of disease suffered by the smoker
himsell.

Hc says in another part of the article that about
75 per cent of non-smokers find it annoying to be
in the presence of a cigarcite smoker while at
lcast 50 per cent of non-smokers say they suffer ill
cffects from passive smoking. He gocs on to say—

(About 55 per cent of British adults arc
non-smokers.) In onc study Dr F. Speer ...
showed that of those healthy (non-allergic)
non-smokers affected, 69 per cent complain
of eye irritation, 29 per cent of nasal
symptoms {itching, sneezing), 25 per cent of
coughing, 6 per cent of sore throat, 4 per cent
of hoarseness, and 4 per cent complained ol
wheezing. The main symptoms are stinging,
itching, and watering, and constant exposure
to tobacco smoke may predispose irritated
eyes to both bacterial and viral infections.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You didn’t mention
ears.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: That is right.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: It affects cverything
clse; surely it must affect cars.

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: The article points out
that about three-quarters of the nicotine released
by a filter-tipped cigarette is liberated into the
atmosphere in side-stream smoke, and that non-
smokers have nicoline in their body fluids for
most of their lives. 1t also points out that passive
smoking is virtually unavoidable in towns.

I believe we must commence a campaign 1o
discourage cigarelie smoking and, in particular, in
places where people congregate. We should not
force people who do not want to smoke to suffer
the consequences of smoking.

| suggest that the Department of Hecalth and
Medical Services should more closely consider the
rights of non-smokers and to some depree
discourage smoking. 1 believe a fair number of
smokers would be happy o decrcase their
smoking. Any cncouragement in that way would
be worthy of our atlention. Samuel Johnson put it
in ¢clear words when he said—

It is a shocking thing, blowing smoke out
of our mouths into othcr pcople’s mouths,
cyes and noscs, and having the same Lhing
done to us.

A matter | raised during the last session was
thal of pornography.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I knew you wounld get
around to what | am interested in.
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The Hon. P. H. WELLS: In recent. times this
matter has been highlighted in the Press. | know
the Mormon Church has expressed its fear that
there will be an increase in pornography with the
increased use of home video recorders. | suspect
that some of our hotels use video recorders to run
in-house blue movics. | suggest that the police and
the community as a whole be vigilant in order to
stamp out any expansion of pornography.

In addition to video rccorders, there are
dangers in regard 1o magazines which normally
are nol allowed to be sold Lo anyone under the age
of 18. The magazines find their way into stalls at
trash and treasure markets, swap mecets, and
weekend fairs. | believe that on a oumber of
occasions young people have picked up this
pornographic literalure at such venues. Strong
evidence has becn pul forward that children
exposed Lo such literature could be adversely
affected.

We should not encourage the distribution of
pornographic literature. In my clectorate | have
reccived complainis about a television programme
called, 1 think, “Playboy’s Pets”. Although we
may smilc al times about nudity and, possibly,
taugh about it, [ beliecve pornography in its cruder
sense cannot be accepted by the community.

I want 10 refer to a small group of peoplc in my
electorate because of the fine work they have
carried out, work which may go unrecognised in
some other arcas. This group submitted a case o
the Schools Commission, and | am sorry to say it
was rejected. The submission was an innovative
and imaginative plan for the usc of a section of a
school which had become surplus becausc of a
change in the population growth.

Perhaps many members here would be envious
of the situation that has evolved at the
Doubleview Primary School. At i1s peak over
1 100 children attended the school. [t had a very
strong parents and citizens' association which had
provided facilities for the school which we do not
see at many other schools. The enrolment is now
down to 250 students, and part of a Bristol
buitding is surplus to the immediate requirements
of the school.

The plan was that for the small sum of $30 000,
the rooms adjacent to the school hall could be
converted into accommodation for visiting
country students. The school’s proximity to the
city and 1o the coa=l made the plan quite an
attractive one. The group felt that aftcr the
intitial $30000 outlay, the ongoing expenses
would be minimal.

The plan of the parents and citizens’ association
was supported by the teaching staff. | must
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compliment the headmasier and the teachers who
pul forward the idea rather than simply siv back
and use the rooms for storing cquipment. They
felt  that the rooms could wmeet the
accommodation neceds of country children, both
primary and secondary, who come 10 the city 10
visil various places of educational interest.

It was fch that such accommodation could
benefit particularly children from the north-west
and from the goldficlds. 1t could be used as a
possible area for children 1aking part in the
talented  chitdren’s  programme  in the
mctropolitan arca.

The parents and cilizens® association referred to
the backup facilitics at the school such as (he
library-resource centre, the music roam, a well-
equipped science room, a projection room, and a
spacious hail wilh staging facilities. There arc all
sorts ol sporting facilitiecs such as the
requirements lor Lennis, cricket, netball, football,
soccer, badminton, and table tennis,

Another suggestion was that the
accommodation could be used for children with
specific learning difficulties so that they might be
brought together in an education environment.
Anather suggestion was that the facilities could
be used for residential in-scrvice courses for both
country and city teachers.

I would like to read from the reporl as
follows—
- The proposal has been initiated by a very
intcrested communily group as the final
stage in a developmental programme in the

Doubleview  School and  offers  an
opportunity-—
(i) To persons disadvantaged by

distance or finance
{ii) To satisfy the special educational
needs previousty mentioned.
1t is significant 10 note that the proposal
has arisen from concern expressed by a
vitally intercsted and involved P & C that
existing facilities and resource maierials are
not being uscd to full advantage because of
the rapidly declining population of the
school.

A superintendent of education has been involved
in the actual development of the plan, and it is
felt that there is no other resource in this State
that can meet this particular need. Anyone who
has visited the Doubleview Primary School would
recognise immediately that it has very favourable
facilities. The report also states—
The Doubleview P & C has over many
years provided—

(1) 2 football ovals.

(2) 4 cricket practice nets.
(o)

{3) 2 floodlit 1ennis courts.
(4) 3 MNoodlit netball courts.

{5) converted 3 classrooms into the
school hall.

{6) Erccted and managed a schoal
canteen,

They are in the process ol providing
barbecuc facilitics on a site adjacent Lo Lthe
sporting facilitics which are necar the
proposed living area.

The parents and citizens’ assaciation has worked
very closely with the Public Works Depariment as
well as with the health depariment of the City of
Stirling in looking at ways to modify thesc
particular rooms wih a view to providing two
rooms 190 accommodate 20 children each and two
rooms in betwcen to accommodate two stall
members cach,

The plan was to provide a kitchen and dining
room arca opening onto a quadrangle. The
existing ablution black could be converted readily
into showers. The whole idea was a positive one
and the facility could have met a need al a very
low cost. It would have permitted children from
remole areas to cnjoy some of the facilities
available to children in the metropolitan area.
The idea has tremendous possibilities, and 1 hope
the efforts of the group are not wasted. 1L would
mean that the capital invested in the equipmenl in
the school could be used over a longer period.
Having people living at the school could also
reduce the risk of vandalism, although [ am
pleased to say that this is one of the lew schools
which has not becn subjected to a great deal of
vandalism.

I would like to leave the area of the young, and
move to the other end of the spectrum. We refer
requently Lo the need for assistance to the young,
and perhaps the provision of facilities such as day-
care centres. | would like 1o refer now to centres
for the aged.

Recently | had the privilege to visit the
Chrystal Halliday aged complex which is run by
the Uniting Church in my electorate. |
compliment the church on this complex which has
a day-care centre for the aged. People {rom a
given area are brought into the centre on a daily
basis so that they are provided with aclivity and
enjoymeni, combined with a social outing. At
preseni the centre atiracts a certain amount of
Commonwealth funding whereas a number of
other programmes run by voluntary organisations
do not.
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I have secn a number of these groups in
operation, 1 have listened to the people who
participate in them, and as | have visited aged
people in their homes, | realise that there are
many lonely people in the community. We should
review the situation more closely to ensure thatl
the right recommendations in regard to funding
are put forward to the Commonwealth
Government. We must ensure that voluntary
organisations and groups are encouraged so that
they might expand.

| see the Government as the catalyst needed to
encourage people 1o meet this need in the
community. 1 commend the peoplc involved in
this voluntary work. As a Government, we must
be continually vigilant because obviously as the
years pass the percentage of retired people in the
community will grow and we must plan now 1o
ensure that our facilitics are adequate 10 meet the
nceds of the aged in the way we mect the needs of
the young.

| support the concept of volunteer groups,
people who have shown thal they are willing and
who have the expertise in this area. | was in
Victoria recently and [ visited a number of
wellare organisations. One pilot project is well
worth a try in Western Australia. This was a
project by a voluntary organisation based on co-
ordinating the training facilities ol the existing
groups. It was a clearing housc lor volunieers who
wanted to serve the community, but who did not
know wherc to start. Pcople are now retiring at a
younger age, and many of them would like to do
something although they are not quile certain
where they could best serve.

" This project in Vicloria provided volunteers
with a number of alternatives. The volunteers
make the choice themselves, but then they are
directed 1o existing training facilities, and so the
voluniary organisations in that Siate reccive
additional support.

I was tald—although 1 have not been able 10
check this out—that in some countries as many as
onc in four people are involved in voluntary work.
Last week | spoke to one of the directors of the
Blind Institutc in this State. This inslitute is an
example of an organisation which, with the
support of a large group of voluntary people and
of the Government, has fulfilied an importamt
need in the community.

The organisation Lo which | refer in Vicloria is
the Southern Family Life group, which deals wilh
welfare. It has in excess of 400 volunteers, and is
able to give support to the number of professional
people ecmployed and supported by various grants.
Because of the work of these voluntecrs, they were
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able 1o raise finance lor areas in which they were
involved. Certainly, it did not happen overnight; it
grew gradually.

That type of volunteer involvement needs to be
encouraged. The State Government should be the
calalyst in supporting and encouraging the
development of community groups, rather than an
extension of Government services.

I am reminded the Victorian Government has
become the first Government to contract 1o a
volunieer organisation in the area of child abuse.
The Child Protection Society of Victoria is
responsible for investigating all cases of child
abuse in that State.

We should look seriously at arcas where
voluntecr organisations show a will and an
expertise to deal with a certain problem; they
should be encouraged, because communities are
not made up purely of Government services or of
Government handouts; they are developed by the
community reacting and working together for a
better State.

Many members would have followed with
interest the progress of medical research in an
area which is bringing hope to many childless
families. This morning's issue of The West
Australian contains an article under the heading
“test-tube  babies in demand”. The headline
conjures up images of babies being crealed in a
test tube, but that is far from reality. The
achievement needs to be hailed and the tcam of
researchers congratulated on the great advances
they have made in medical science, which will
bring hope 10 many childless families.

The Hoan. Peter Dowding: Do you think il is
something which should be high in our priorities,
having regard 1o the fact our health services are
running out of money?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 am just pointing out
what they have donc.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Do you believe it
should be onc of our priorities?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | suppose it is a
matter of where our priorities lie.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Yes, but what is your
answer?

The Hon. P. H. WELLS: | do not necessarily
agree with Mr Dowding's stalement. Mr Dowding
talks about prioritics; nexl 10 this article is
another headline “WA team ready bul necds
cash”. The article states as follows—

A Wesl Australian fertilisation team has
the knowledge and skills to producc the
State’s first tesi-tube baby—but lacks the
funds todo i1
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The team, led by Dr John Yovich, does not
have Lhe $25000 nceded to employ a
qualified scientist or laboratory technician 10
monitor the Tfertilisation process in the
labaratory and to obtain vital equipment.

I trust the necessary State lunds may be lound so
that we share in 1this research. So often,
Commonwealth funds arc allocated Lo a research
project, and we [ind the headquariers of the body
conducling the research are in Mclbournc or
Canberra, or somewhere else in the Eastern
States. Very often, Canberra forgets that Western
Australia happens to represent a large part of
Austrzlia and cxperiences unique problems of its
own. Often, Western Australia misscs outl on a
great deal of the rescarch work that is being done.

| hope the lack of funds experienced by Lhe
Western Australian leam has not been created by
cutbacks in Commonwealth funding. 1 suspect,
not only in the area of health but also in a fair
range al rescarch work, Western Australia misses
out simply because it happens ta be an this side of
Australia, and is so far from Canberra and the
Eastern States. Many people who espouse (he
policy of decentralisation of Government arc
found 10 have their offices an the eastern belt.
These people should give consideration 1o the vital
placc Wecstern Australia has as a parl of
Australia.

In closing, particularly considering the
headlines in this afiernoon’s newspaper, [ am
reminded of the American scene. Most members
would have received the small publication facts,
which referred to another president who issued a
challenge in terms of getting things done. So often
in this House we appear to be ai loggerheads,
with one side interjecting on the other. We are all
elected here as members of Parliament, with the
great responsibility of working together for the
betterment of this State. Perhaps we should take
to heart the words of President Kennedy at his
inaugural speech when he said “Think not what
your country can do lor you, but what you can do
for your country.”

| support the motion.

Debate adjourned. on motion by the Hon. Neil
Oliver.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan—
Leader of the House) {9.36 p.m.]: | move—

That the House do now adjourn.

March 1981] 2N

Sexual Assault: Centres

THE HON. R. HETHERINGTON (East
Metropolitan) [9.37 p.m.]: | wish Lo lake issue
very gently with the Attorney General on a
matter raised last week, when Lhe Adtlorney
General was reported in the Press and commented
in this House on the fact that Mrs Lee Henry was
reported as stating that of the people referred 10
the sexual crisis cenlre at Sir Charles Gairdner
Haospital, 40 per cenl did not report 10 the police.
I think the Attorney General will agree that he
remarked that he wished it were higher. That is
fair enough in one way, but | believe the Attorney
General has pot it the wrong way round. | believe
il is a great tribute to the sexual crisis centre that
60 per cent do report Lo the police.

1 put it to the Atterney General that the real
problem is the 80 per cent or 90 per cent of other
cascs of rape or sexual assault which arc not
reporied 0 the police. [ suggest that one of the
things we need to do—because people in my
clectorate and people to the north of the city live
a long way from the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital—is to multiply places where women can
go in times of crisis.

Another problem which must be considered is
that we know some people will not go o a
hospital, therefore we need a variety of centres, as
was suggested at the confercnce held last year in
Hobart.

[ mention this matter because it is important. |
know the Attorncy General has said the
Government and his dcpartment are giving
consideration to this matter and [ pul it before the
Attorney General in the hope he will take it into
consideration.

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Mctropolitan—
Leader of the House) [9.39 p.m.]: | have notcd
the comments of the honourable member. There
is no disagreemenl between my comments and
what Mrs Lec Henry said; perhaps they might
have been misconsirued or taken out of context.
Mrs Henry said that 40 per cent of rape cascs do
not repart to the police. | expressed concern at
that facl.

The Hon. R. Hetheringian: 1 did not dispute
that fact.

The Heon. I. G. MEDCALF: | said that no
doubt there were numerous reasens women did
not report rape cases 10 the police. 1 would say
there is quite a number of people who would
continue not 1o report rape cases 1o the police no
matter what we did, because of Lhe undesirable
publicity which attaches to such reporis.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: 1 am suggesting
that 60 per cent is a very good record. It is
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excellent that the centre has managed to convince
60 per cent of people to report to the police; that
is the important thing.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: There is not any
issuc at all. | have always maintained that our
sexual assault centre is a leader in its feld in
Australia. [ndeed, it is recognised as such. It is a
great credit to the State Government for having
set up this sexuval assault centre. The honourable
member will appreciate the laudatory remarks
made about the operation of that centre al the
Hobart coniercnce.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: Yes, 1 do.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It is an ¢xample
for other Siates of Australia. | believe one or two
of them have emulated it. People from some of
the other States have inspecled the centre; and
Lhey want to copy it. )

If | might diverge slightly—and this is a matter
in which the Hon. Peter Dowding would be
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interested—representatives of other Stales have
also inspected our State Family Court; and they
want o set up same of the facilities which operate
there in their own States. They have made many
laudatory remarks about the Family Court also.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: And richly descrved.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: So far as the
sexaul assaull centre is cancerned, it docs nol
actually come under my jurisdiction. It is under
the control of the Minister for Health. 1 came into
this only because of the question of reporting
crimes. Of course, the mare crimes reporied, the
more effective punitive action can be taken—-not
that that is a good thing in itself; but il is
necessary to enforce the law. The main thing, of
course, is 10 be concerned about the unforlunate
victims of sexual crimes.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.41 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Bunbury

27. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) With reference to question 6 of Tuesday
24 March 1981, will the Minister
advise—

(a) what happens to the saline water
from the Muja power house at
present; and

(b) why is therc a future need to pump
it to the coast?

(2) Wherc will the fly ash from the new
Bunbury power housc be disposed?

(3) If it is disposed away from Bunbury,
what mode of transport will be used?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) (a) The saline water is held in secttling
ponds to reduce turbidity and
eventually is discharged into the
cast branch of the Collie River.

{b) in order to avoid any possible
increasing of the salinity level in
Wellington Dam.

(2) and (3) The disposal of fly ash from any
new Bunbury power station is currently
the subject of detailed investigalion by
the State Energy Commission and its
adviscrs, No decisions have been
reached yet as to the location or method
of disposal.

EMU BARRIER FENCE
Karara Station

28. The Hon. TOM McNEIL, 10 the Minister
representing the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What amount of moncy was made
available to Mr Shannon, the lessee of
Karara Station, by way of compensation
for constructing the emu barrier lence
through his property?

{2) Has an agreement been made with him
safeguarding the Government in the
event he should sell out?

(3) When is it anticipated the fence will be
compieted?

{4) What is the estimated cost of the fence
now that it has been realigned?

(5) What cffect would the sale of the lease
of Karara Siation have on any existing
agreement?
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(6) Would the new lessee be entitled to any
further claims against the Government
by way of compensation?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) 35886.

{2) No. Agreement on compensation has
been reached with Mr Shannon.

{3) Last contract completed on 13 March
1981. Some [inishing work 10 be carried
out by Apriculture Protection Board
staff.

{4) Approximately $780 000.

(5) Answered by (2).

(6) Claims can be made until resumption of
the lence line is finalised.

HOUSING
Ashfield, Belmont. and Redcliffe: Maintenance

29. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, (o the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is there a -programme of general
upgrading and maintenance for houses
owned by the State Housing
Commission in the—-

(a) Ashfield Estale; and
(b} Belmant-Redclifle Estate?

(2) If so, will the Minister supply details?
(3) If there is not, will the Minister give
reasons?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replicd:

(1) to (3) With the exception of some small
areas of houses in the Recliffe area
which are now being c¢xamined, the
houses in the Ashficld and the Belmont-
Redclifle areas have been upgraded. The
mainienance of all houses is atlended to
as an ongoing programme,

ANZAC DAY
Trust

30. The Hon. TOM McNEIL, 1o the Minister
represcnting the Minisier for Recreation:

(1) Would the Minister advise if it is the
intention of the Western Australian
National Fooiball Leaguc to play four
scheduled league games on Saturday 25
April, thus making available to the
Anzac Day Trust 60 per cent of the net
returns from those games?
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(2) If “No”, and the league schedules a
game, or games, for Sunday, 26 April,
does the Minister expect the league
would fulfil its moral obligation to the
Anzac Day Trust and donate 60 per cent
of the gates to the fund?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) The Western Australian  Mational
Football League has advised that four
Western  Australian  Football League
fixtures have been scheduled for
Saturday 25 April. Provisions of the
Anzac Day Trust will apply.

(2) Not applicable.

GRAIN

Wheat
The Hon. MARGARET McALEER, to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Transport:

{1) Would the Minister advise me whether
the following wheat cariing centracts
will be put up for tender this year—

(a) Yuna to Geraldton; and
(b) Ajana 1o Geraldton?

{2) Would the Minister advise me what are
the contract prices at the present lime?
(3) Would the Minister further advise me as
to the rate for contract wheal carting
per tonne/kilometre from—
(a) Wongoondy 10 Geraldion; and
{b} Balla to Geraldton?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) (a) and (b) At this stage it is not
intended 1o call tenders this
year—1981—for grain carting from
the CBH receival depots in the

Ajana and Yuna areas to
Geraldton.
{2) Present carriers’ rates are—
cents per lonne

Balla ...........ccveeeeee.. 780045
Binnu .....oooececeivneenn. 57405
Maraling.......... ... 389.20
Northampton ... .. 333.60
Ogilvie....ccoevevineee.. 528,20
Yuna .ooooooneveeiiceee. 33515

(3) Carriers’ rates per tonne/kilometre—
{a) Wongoondy to
Geraldton ..................... 5.03¢c
{b) Balla to Geraldton....... 6.45c
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ROAD
Hardey Road

32. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister

i3

representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the current daily tralfic volume
on Hardey Road, Belmont?

{2) Has there been an increase or decrease
between counts?

(3) If s0, will the Minister supply details?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) A tralfic count taken in February 1981
recorded an average Monday to Friday
24-hour Mow of 20 016 vehicles.

(2) Yes, fluctuations have occurred.

{3) At the count position of Hardey Road,
west of Boronia Street, Kcewdale, the
Monday to Friday 24-hour flow was
recorded as follows—

vehicles per day

September 1978......... 17 091
Oclober 1980 ............. 18 773
December 1980.......... 15687
Early January 1981... 19024

Late January 1981 ... 20003
February 1981 ... 20016

ROAD
Albany Highway

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIF, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the current daily traflic volume
on Albany Highway belween Nicholson
Road and Manning Road?

(2) Has Lhere been an incrcase or decrcusc
between counts?

(3) If so, will Lhe Minister supply details?

(4) If there has been a decrease, what is the
contributing reason?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replicd:

(1) A traffic count taken in December 1980
recorded an average Monday 1o Friday
24-hour Mow of 51 114 vehicles.

(2) Yes, flucluations have accurred.

(3) At the count location of Albany
Highway, south of Manning Road,
Cannington, the Monday to Friday 24-
hour flow was recorded as follows—
August 1978 e 51689
September 1980 ... 49 899
December 1980........ccoiiiniiiiins 51114

(4) These Nows are close 1o the upper imil
for a road of this character and
fluctuations are due to the normal
season variations ol traffic Mow.
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ROAD

Becchboro-Gosnells Freeway

34. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport:

The
(1)

(2)

On 4 October 1979 in an answer lo
question 246, the Minister said “The
possibility of construciing a scction of
the Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway has
becn raised by the Belmont City Council
and is currently being investigated by
the Main Roads Department”—

(1) Could the Minister give me an
updatc on that situation?

{2) Could he give an approximate date
on which work on the Becchboro-
Gosnells Freeway, between Greal
Eastern Highway, Redcliffe, and
Leach Highway, Kewdale, is likely
10 be completed?

Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

A report on outstanding planning
matters has been sent by the Main
Roads Department to the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority. The report
is currently being considered by the
Belmont City Council.

No datc has been sct for the start of this
project.

ROADS

Hardcy Road-Great Eastern Highway

{ntersection

35. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, 10 the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport;

The

On what date will the right-hand turn
out of Hardey Road into Great Eastern
Highway, Belmont, in a northerly
direction, be reinstated?

Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

No date can be given at this slage. The
project is dependent on land acquisition
which is currently being arranged.

21.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Jarrah Class Action: Details

20. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, 10 the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment:

0

(2)

The
N

The

The

Has the Minister made himself awarc of
the details of the so-called jarrah class
action otherwise than through 1the
media?

If so, is he able to state—

(a) whal reliel is being sought by the
plaintiffs in the action;

(b) what powcrs the court in question
has 1o grant the reliel sought or any
relief relevant 10 the proceedings;

(c) whether the Government intends to
intervene in the proceedings; and, if
50,

(d) for what purpose?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

and {2) 1 have seen a copy of the class

action lodged in the United States court

and therefore | know some of the detail
of it. The member has asked if the group

has sought any relief from the
Government.
Hon. H. W. Olney: What remcdies are

they sceking?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I the member
has read the comments of the spokesman
for 1the Conservation Council (Mr
Bartholomacus) he might realisc that
the group is asking that Alcoa should
ceasc its operation or at least curtail its
operation in this State, which means in
the jarrah forest. As far as any
intervention by the State Government is
concerned, | indicate the matter is still
under consideration.

COMMUNITY WELFARE

Children’s Institution at Forrestfield

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie (for the Hon. R.
HETHERINGTON),

to the Minister

representing the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) Has the Minister for Community
Welfare vet visited the alternative
sites [or the communily welfare
treatment  facility proposed for
Forrestfield?

(2) When can an announcement
expected on the matier?

be
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The Hon. G. E. MASTERS rcplied:

{ thank the honourable member for
some nolice of this question; however, |
do not think | have the ful} answer here.
What | have is as lollows-—

(1) and (2) The answer | have is that
the matier of siting is currently
recciving examination. The
Department for Community
Woelfare has land in the Forrestiield
arca which is considered suitablc
for the purpose.

As | do not think the information

suppliecd answers 10 all  the
questions 1 will obtain further
advice.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Children’s Institution at Forrestficld

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie (for the Hon. R.
HETHERINGTON), to he Minister

representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Minister for Education yet
visited the aliernative sites for the
communily wellare treatment facility
proposcd for Forrestficld?

{2) When can an announcement be expected
on the matier?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) and (2) To my knowledge the Minister’s
office was not informed of this question.
Certainly 1 have not been given an
answer to il and so | ask the member 10
place a question on the notice paper.

LAND
Lands and Surveys Department

The Hon. PETER DOWDING,
Minister for Lands:

1o the

§n his recent trip 1o North Province, did
he find 1there was dissatisfaction
amongsl the residents in the north with
the policies of the Department of Lands
and Surveys; and, if so, what were the
dissatisfactions and what has he done
about them?

24, The Hon,

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replicd:

Together with the under secretary of the
department | did visit various northern
towns Jast month and had discussions
with local government represeniatives.
Some have requested information in
letters and these are being or have been
responded to. | am not in a position in
this House to go through this matter
town by tawn, but if the member lists
the towns concerned in a question and
places it on the notice paper | will be
quite happy to pravide the information.

LAND
Lands and Surveys Department

PETER DOWDING, 10 the
Minister for Lands:

I ask a supplementary question of the
Minister. Did the shires and local
governmeni authorities express 10 him
dissatisfaction with the workings and
policies of the Department of Lands and
Surveys?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

The member is asking a very difficult
question. 1 have held  extensive
discussions with the people concerned
and some of those discussions could
possibly be taken and viewed in
numerous ways including criticism.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Jarrah Class Action: Details

25. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Minister

for Conservation and the Environment:

My question relates 10 his answer 10 my
earlier question. [ think he misconstrued
part of that question which asked
whether or not he had any information
aboul the jarrah class action aparl from
what has been published in the news
media. In that context, is he able to say
specifically what are the orders being
sought against the defendant
companies? Does the Minister krow
what time constraints, if any, there are
imposed which will limit the period the
Government has to consider its positian
as 1o whether or nol it will intervene?
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The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

26.

27. The

The document lodged beflore the United
States court is a very complicated ong; it
contains a greal deal of detail. | suggest
that the member shouid read it I wili
certainly not answer his question off the
cuff in this Chamber. As lar as time
consiraints arc  concerned, the
Government is considering the matter,
but at present. to my knowledge, we
have no indication of when the case will
be brought forward.

Several members interjected.

The

The Hon,

PRESIDENT: Ordcr! Unless members
come Lo order, guestions withoul notice
will be 1erminated immediately.

LAND
Lands and Surveys Department

PETER DOWDING. 10 1he

Minister for Lands:

The

In his recent trip o the Kimberley, did
shire or local government organisations
indicate 10 him that there had been an
inadequate number of blocks of land
rcleased by the Department of Lands
and Surveys?

Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replicd:

I gucss that most local governments
would like more land rcleased in their
various areas. As it happens, in some
towns the Department of Lands and
Surveys is not alonc in  developing
residentiza! land. In certain cases another
department  is  actually | developing
residential land for later release as well
as for its own use. The question is
complex and difficult 1o answer.

LAND
Lands and Surveys Department

Hon. PETER DOWDING, 10 the

Minisicr for Lands:

During his recent trip 1o the Kimberley,
which shires told him that in their view
there had not  been  sufficient land
released by the Department of Lands
and Surveys?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

Once again, this is a difficult question to
answer because in various towns there
arc different reasons that land is slow to

The
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be released. For example, in Broome,
where rezoning is required, discussions
with  the council preceded  the
development of a policy of where the
ncxl Jand would be released. The council
would like more land to be released but
is appreciative of the problem.
Han. Dowding: What
towns?

Peter other

CRIME
Statistics Burcau

28. Thc Hon. H. W. OLNEY, Lo Lhe Attarney

General:

The

I refer to his recent  stalement
concerning the need to keep account of
crime statistics and | ask—

(1) Does the Atterncy General propose
to establish a bureau of crime
stauistics within his depariment?

(2) Has hec or any of his officers
investigated the workings of the
Bureau of Crime Statistics in South

Australia?
(3) Does his department at present
employ any professional

slatisticians?

(4} Is he aware of whether or not the
Police Depariment in this State
employs a statistician?

Hon. i. G. MEDCALF replicd:

(1) to (3) No.

(4) I really do not know what the
position is in  the  Police
Dcpartment, as 1 have never
inquired. But thal depariment is
required periodically 10 produce
stalistics in relation to wvarious
matiers. So it is in the habit of
producing statistics, particularly in
regard 1o answers 10 queslions
asked by members of Parliament,
and this does occupy a fair amount
of time. So far as a formal
stalistician is concerned.  these
people are guite hard 10 come by
and are quile cxpensive, hence the

same¢  situalion  would  apply
throughout  the  Crown Law
Department as with the Police

Department in regard to obiaining
the services of one of these people.
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I have previously indicated in
answer Lo the questions asked on
other occasions that the gathering
-of statistics is an important function
of government and one that has
been seriously necglected throughout
Australia. It is a matter of concern.
It is an expensive process which
does nal produce any immediate
results in terms of a dividend, but,
nevertheless, it is important in the
long term. | am well seised with the
importance of this activity and the
member may have my assurance
that it is a matter of prime concern
to me and one which 1 have
personally raised at the Standing
Committee of Attorneys General. It
is a matler recciving continuing
consideration.

COURT
Family Court

29. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, 10 the
Attorney General:

(1}

(2)

(3)

The
¥

Is he awarc that unlike the Family
Court of Australia, Lhe Family Court of
Western Australia is not a superior
court of record?

Doecs he accept that as a result,
anomalies may arise, such as the lack of
an inherent jurisdiction such as is
possessed by (he Family Court of
Australia?

Will he give consideration 10 an
amendment 1o the Family Court Act to
give 1the State court this important
status?

Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:

1o {3) 1 am aware that it is not classed
as a superior court of record. 1 am not
awarc thal in any respect it is unable to
fulfil its functions. Indeed, 1the record of
the Family Couri of Western Australia
1s second 10 none in terms of comparison
with Family Courts in other Siates of
Australia.

In terms of jurisdiclion it is far wider
than in any other Family Court in other
parts. In terms of the spced with which
it deals with cases, and henee the
services it gives to the public, it is
infinitely superior to any of the Family
Courts of Australia and, indeed, 10 any
other court in the Eastern States which
administers family law and which does

not come under the Commonwealth
Family Law Act. The question he has
raised is one | will closely study.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
Course of Instruction

30. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, 1o the Attorney
General:

He was reported rccently as having

referred 10 a course of instruction given

1o newly appoinled justices of the peace.

[ ask— '

(1Y Who was responsible for preparing
the course?

{2) Would it be possible for a copy of
the syllabus and other material to
be made available?

The Hon. |. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) The course of instruction was

prepared  basically under my
direction, but 1 played no part in
the centent of the course or indeed,
the agenda, the syllabi, or any other
details. All 1 did was to ensure that
as wide a representation as possible
was given to the advisory committee
established with a view to
supervising  the course. The
committee comprises
representatives of the technical
education section of the Education
Department, the Law Society, the
Royal Association of Justices, and
the Under Secretary for Law.
Maybe there were on the committee
one or two other people whose
names | cannot recall a1 the
moment.
The principal workers in relation to
the setting up af the correspondence
course—which was the particular
one to which 1 was referring—were
Mr Paul Nicholls, who actually
prepared Lhe basic material, and a
representative  of  the technical
cducation section of the Education
Department, who put the course
into the form of convenient
correspondence lessons.
Arrangemenls have been made for
70 or 80 justices Lo apply to do the
course, and they have bcen
accepled; and more, of course, will
follow.

(2) 1 am quite sure a capy of the course
could be made available o the
member,
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COURT LEGAL PRACTITIONERS

Family Court Brinsden Commitiec

31. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, o the 32. The Hon. H. W, OLNEY, 1o the Attorney
Autorney General: General:

My guestion is supplementarsy to the ane

I asked a moment ago, and is as

follows—
In addition to the Family Court of
Western  Australia not being a
superior court of record, is he aware
that judges of the Family Court of
Western Australia—because of lack
of agreement between Lhe State and
Federal  Governmenis—have  not
been able to sit on the appeal courts
constituted by the Full Court of the
Family Court of Australia. When
considering that matter ) ask him 10
study ways and mecans by which
members of the Western Australian
court may sit as members of the
Full Bench of the Appeal Court of
the Family Court.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:

[ am aware of the lack of Federal
commissions of the members ol the
Family Court of Western Ausiralia.
This has been a matter of conmtinuing
concern to me and representations have
been made to the Federal Government
from time to time. It is not, however,
merely a matter of lack of agrecment
between the Federal and State
Governments on this issue. Other factors
arc involved - which include
considerations affecting judges of the
Family Court of Australia itself.

§ believe representations have been made
from time to time by members of the
Family Court of Australia on this
subject and indeed by the Family Law
Cauncil ol Australia. A number ol other
bodies are involved.

[ would like some amendment of the
Federal Family Law Act (o ensure this
situation is adequately catered for,
However, the member will appreciale
that in matiers involving the Federal

{1) When does the Attorney General expect

the report of the Brinsden commitiee on
the future orpanisation al the legal
profession will be available?

(2) Docs the Attorney General expect to

introducc any amendments to the Legal
Practitioners Act during thc current
session of Parliament?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replicd:

(1) 1 cannot say when the report of the

Brinsden Committee will be available. 1
had hoped it would be available within
six 10 12 months lrom the appoiniment
aof the commititee. However, we have
given the commitice additional lasks,
one of which is the consideration aof
whether or not there should be a
professional indemnity scheme and if so,
what form it should take; and one or itwo
other functions it was given prior to
that. | believe it is tackling its problems
in a very workmanlike manner and it
has had quite a number of sittings. 1 do
not think it should be unduly hurried in
its work as il is doing its best and [ am
sorry 1 cannol give a difinite forecast of
when the report may be available. It
would be futile for me to give an
cstimate because i1 would bc only my
opinion and it may have 1o be revised.

(2) On  the question of 1he Legal

Practitioners Act | have not yet
considered whether or not there will be
an amendment Lhis year.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
Advertising

Family Law Act we are in a very 33 The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, o the Attorney
sensitive area because members of the General:

Federal Parliament take it upon

themselves to have individual views on (1) Has the Attorney General scen the Law
this subject and it is difficult to obtain Society’'s  recently  published  legal
unanimity. scrvices directory?
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(2)

. traditional

(3)

(4
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Does the publication of this booklet
represent  a  departure  from the
attiludes  relating o
advertising in the legal profession?

Did he see a report in the Financial
Review on 25 March 1981 concerning
new tules being adopted in NSW
relating 1o advertising by lawyers,
including proposals that they be
permitted to indicate their field of
specialisation?

Would a similar move in WA have the
Attorney General’s support?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:
{1) and (2) Yes.

(3) No. I did not see Lhe report in the

Financial Review, but | am familiar
with the decision made in New South
Wales.

(4) 1 would like to consult with the

practising profession in regard to these
matters and would prefer 10 withhold
any opinion until | have their view.

JUDICIAL OFFICERS
Decisions: Copyright

34. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Attorney
General:

Does the Crown claim copyright in the
written decisions of—

(a) the WA Industrial Commission;

(b) industrial magistrates; and

{c) land valuation tribunals?

The Hon. [. G. MEDCALF replied:

(a) to (c) | think that basically the
Crown claims reprinting rights in
relation 10 reports of decisions of
judicial officers in the service of the
Crown.

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS AND

DISPUTES
1978-79

35. The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH (Minister
for Forests):

On 25 March, the Hon. H. W. Olney
asked the following question—

| refer to a recent report in The
West Australian newspaper on |9
March in which he was reporied as
having made a comparison betwcen
time losl through industrial
accidents and time lost in industrial
dispuies in the year 1978-79. | ask:
What is the source of the statistics
he quoted and can he say whether
the $33.2 million he quoted
represents wages lost through lost
time, workers' compensation paid,
or the cost of lost production?

1 now have the answer which is as follows—

The source of the statistics quoted are—

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Cataloguc No. 6301.5 *“*Industrial
Accidents (Scries A) Western
Australia 1978-79, and Catalogue
No. 6322.0 “Industrial Disputes
Australia 1978-79".

The $33.2 million quoted principally
represents compensation for loss of
wages, and for medical and hospital
expenses, and lump-sum settlements.
The actual amount was $33 202 141.



